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1. Summary of petition

The petitioner requests the European Parliament to take measures with a view to mandatory 
sex education in all EU Member States and to help the ministers of education of the Member 
States to implement comprehensive and effective educational programmes on sexuality and 
AIDS prevention.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 19 September 2011. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 16 December 2011

There is evidence that knowledge on sexuality and sexual health, including on the prevention 
of HIV and STI transmission, can result in an improved health status, as referred to on p. 20-
23 of the petition and in other references 1 2 3 4 1. 
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The Commission Communication on combating HIV/AIDS in the European Union and 
neighbouring countries, 2009-2013 (COM/569/2009) states that an "inclusion of sexual and 
reproductive health education in school curricula would be beneficial for HIV and STI 
prevention and should receive broad political support. It further states that : "young people 
should also be empowered and involved (…) and tailored information should be developed". 

According to information received from the Eurydice Network, sex education is often 
included in national curricula for compulsory education. The Commission is not in a position 
however, to evaluate whether “significant disparities (…) in access to comprehensive sexual 
health education" exist across the EU.

Case studies in several EU Member States seek to highlight adverse effects (infections, 
unwanted pregnancy and others) that may be due to a lack of sexuality education. Here, a 
direct correlation is often not demonstrated. 

The EU does not have a mandate to introduce mandatory elements in national school 
curricula.

Conclusions

Sexual health education is widely accepted as an important element in the education of young 
people and, underlined by a broad set of evidence, has positive effects on the health status of 
young people, the prevention of unwanted pregnancies and HIV and STI infections.

Health related aspects of improved knowledge on prevention of HIV and STIs are being 
discussed with Member States in relevant bodies, such as the HIV/AIDS Think Tank.

However, the Commission is not in the position to take action towards introducing sexuality 
education in the school curricula of EU Member States on the grounds that Article 165 of the 
Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union provides that the Member States are solely 
responsible for the content of teaching and the organisation of education systems. 
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