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Subject: Petition 0668/2011 by H.-J. R. (German), on the harpooning of fish in Corsica

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner often stays in Corsica, where he practises his hobby of diving. Over the last 
few years he has noticed that certain types of fish that had virtually disappeared are gradually 
returning and increasing in number. However, the petitioner is concerned about the increasing 
trend among amateur divers of catching fish using a harpoon gun. He refers to Italian tourists 
who fish in an almost professional way with several harpoon guns, jet skis and cars equipped 
with refrigerators. According to the petitioner, these tourists come mainly in the autumn when 
checks are no longer carried out. The petitioner fears that the recovering fish stocks are 
threatened by this type of fishing, which is damaging to professional fishermen in Corsica. 
The petitioner asks the European Parliament to take action to call a halt to the damaging 
harpoon fishing.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 21 October 2011. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 16 December 2011

The petitioner alleges that the harpoon fishing carried out in Corsica includes forbidden 
fishing activities with spear-guns used in conjunction with underwater breathing apparatus 
(aqualung). 

The Commission would like to confirm that such fishing practices are already prohibited by 
Article 8(4) of Council Regulation (EC) No 1967/2006 of 21 December 2006 concerning 
management measures for the sustainable exploitation of fishery resources in the 
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Mediterranean Sea (the "Mediterranean Regulation"). 

In addition, according to Article 17(5) of the Mediterranean Regulation, with regard to leisure 
fishing, Member States shall regulate underwater fishing with spear-guns in particular to fulfil 
the obligations set out in Article 8(4) (i.e. they may adopt even stricter rules). The provisions 
of the Mediterranean Regulation apply to all the Member States of the European Union, as 
well as to their nationals and vessels operating in the Mediterranean Sea. Consequently, the 
two countries concerned by this petition, namely France and Italy are under the obligation to 
enforce the provisions referred to above. 

The petitioner is therefore invited to provide any additional elements (i.e. pictures taken) to 
document his allegation and to clarify whether the practice he has observed is the one actually 
prohibited by the Mediterranean Regulation. Should these circumstances be confirmed, the 
Commission will take the appropriate steps to investigate the case with the competent 
authorities in the relevant Member States. 

As far as control is concerned, although under the Common Fisheries Policy the primary 
responsibility for control and enforcement lays with the Member State Authorities, the 
Commission would like to stress that ensuring compliance by all Member States with the 
applicable rules in the Mediterranean area is of the utmost importance.  

To this end, the Commission is conducting regular inspections in the Member States to assess 
their control policy and analyse the way they implement the rules. The information provided 
by the petitioner is very useful in this regard and the Commission will make the best use of it 
in the framework of its inspection strategy.

In any case, should an infringement of EU law be confirmed, the Commission will not 
hesitate to take the necessary measures, including infringement proceedings, to ensure the 
restoration of full compliance.

The Commission shares the petitioner's concerns on the need to ensure proper recovery of fish 
stocks in the Mediterranean and to take appropriate measures to this end. 

In this regard, the Commission would like to draw the petitioner's attention to the provisions 
of the Mediterranean Regulation, which introduced inter alia technical measures and 
prohibitions to regulate fisheries, including leisure ones, in the Mediterranean.


