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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0669/2011 by Jozef Zawadzki (Polish), on the lack of access to specialist 
medical treatment at the polyclinics in Katowice

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner, who is a member of the municipal committee in the Polish city of Katowice, 
refers to the lack of access to specialist medical treatment at the local polyclinics, and notes 
that this could have negative consequences for older patients in particular, who are less 
flexible and find it difficult to pay for transport costs. The petitioner also refers to the 
provisions of the Polish constitution, in accordance with which citizens have the right to 
effective medical care, while emphasising at the same time that management of the health 
budget is not transparent. As Poland is bound by its signature to the provisions of the Treaty 
concerning the right of citizens to a high level of health protection and effective healthcare 
services, the petitioner asks the European Parliament to investigate the matter

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 21 October 2011. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 16 December 2011

The petitioner claims that many people in vulnerable groups of the populations, namely 
elderly people and people in poor health, cannot receive comprehensive health care treatments 
in their local facilities any longer, but are requested to travel around in search of a new clinic 
and to choose a new doctor. He considers this requirement to be against the Constitution of 
the Republic of Poland, which states that public authorities are required to make special 
provision for the health protection of children, pregnant women, the disabled and the elderly 
[article 68(2)].
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The petitioner also claims that the authorities have violated the provision of the Treaty on the 
Functioning of the European Union.

The Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union - which sets the limits of the European 
Union's competences - sets out that "the responsibilities of the Member States shall include 
the management of health services and medical care" (Article 168).  The same article requires 
any action at Union level - and therefore by the Commission - to respect these responsibilities.

Furthermore, the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union states that “everyone 
has the right of access to preventive health care and the right to benefit from medical 
treatment under the conditions established by national laws and practices” (Article 35).

Based on the information supplied by the petitioner, it appears that the issue he has raised is in 
an area where the Commission has no ability to take action.  

The Commission advises the petitioner to take the matter up with the appropriate authorities 
in Poland. That authority may be at local, regional or national level, and the national Ministry 
of Health should be able to help identify the most suitable level to address.


