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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0761/2011 by Silvia Beltran Palladares (Spanish), on behalf of 
Plataforma Europea de los Consumidores y del Medio Ambiente on the 
absence of visual identification on the uniform of Spanish police officers 
when they are on duty

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner refers to events, known as those of 15 May, which took place in the square of 
Puerta del Sol, Madrid, and gathered together citizens who were allegedly protesting in an 
orderly and peaceful manner against the difficult economic situation that they were facing in 
Spain. The petitioner maintains that, during the protest, the Spanish police charged the 
protesters, causing disproportionate bodily harm reminiscent of the times of the former 
dictatorship. In particular, she considers that these officers acted in the knowledge that they 
could do so with impunity, since they bore no identification on their uniforms. She therefore 
asks that, in future, in the European Union, on-duty police officers should be required to wear 
their identification on their clothing in a visible manner, in order to enable citizens who 
consider that they have been unfairly treated to be able to report the officers to their superiors 
or to the judicial authorities.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 15 November 2011. Information requested from Commission under
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 16 December 2011
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The European Commission has no competence to intervene in the organisation of the national 
institutions, including the organisation of police forces and the uniforms of its officials, of any 
individual Member State. Their powers in the field of organising the police derive from the 
Treaty of the Functioning of the European Union. Article 72 of this Treaty provides that 
Member States themselves are responsible for the maintenance of law and order and the 
safeguarding of internal security in their country.

Concerning the absence of visual identification on the uniform of Spanish police officers 
when they are on duty, the petitioner could seek redress at national level through the 
competent authorities.


