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(Hungary) from 3 to 19 March 2011

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner asks the European Parliament to launch an investigation into events in 
Gyöngyöspata in Hungary between 3 and 19 March 2011. According to the petitioner, 
members of the Civil Guard Association for a Better Future, an organisation related to the 
Jobbik party, occupied the town with the intention of ‘protecting the non-Roma population 
against gypsy terror’. The petitioner also states that the human rights of the Roma have been 
infringed as a result. He calls for an investigation. He also calls for an investigation of the 
infringement of human rights by the Civil Guard Association for a Better Future and the 
Jobbik party.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 13 September 2011. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 16 December 2011

Following the events which took place in Gyöngyöspata, Hungary, between 3 and 19 March 
2011, the Commission received on 3 May 2011 an information note from the Hungarian 
Government on its actions taken in order to tackle ethnic tensions in Eastern Hungary. In this 
information note the Hungarian Government explains the immediate statement made by the 
Hungarian Prime Minister to condemn the violence and to call for the protection of people 
from every form of violence. The note also informs the Commission that Mr Sandor Pinter, 
Minister of Interior, immediately appeared on the scene to prevent the escalation of violence. 
The local police, instructed by the Minister, successfully maintained law and order by 
expelling extremists. 
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The note further explains the legal actions taken as a reaction to the events in Gyöngyöspata, 
which were the following: 

a. The Hungarian Government issued an amendment to the Government Decree 218/1999, 
which entered into force on 23 April. The aim of the Decree is to regulate the extreme 
activists. 
b. The Hungarian Government initiated restrictions in the Penal Code in order to enable the 
Police to act more efficiently in cases when far right activists do not commit atrocities but try 
to intimidate the Roma population through the display of marching in uniforms. The new 
restrictions will punish those who perform any unauthorised law enforcement activities.

Furthermore, the information note explains the immediate and medium term actions Hungary 
is planning to promote the social and economic inclusion of Roma. In this context, the note 
refers to an agreement between the National Roma Self-Government and the Government to 
deepen cooperation with and increase the political representation of Roma minority. 

In the note the Hungarian Government also expresses its commitment to address the problem 
of the Roma minority through the EU Framework for Roma national Roma integration 
strategies.

In its response to the information note, on 1 July, the Commission took note of the actions of 
the Hungarian Government to tackle ethnic tensions in Eastern Hungary. At the same time it 
reminded the Hungarian government on the obligation of Member States to transpose the 
Council Framework Decision 2008/913/JHA1 on combating certain forms and expressions of 
racism and xenophobia by means of criminal law into their national laws by 28 November 
2010. The Commission also encouraged Hungary to make all efforts to implement this 
legislation correctly and to notify the Commission on its implementing measures as soon as 
possible.

Conclusion

The Commission received sufficient explanations and assurances from the Hungarian 
Government as to its intentions and actions to tackle the ethnic tensions in eastern Hungary, 
and to pay particular attention to promoting Roma inclusion. The Commission also took the 
opportunity to remind Hungary about its obligation concerning the transposition of the 
Council Framework Decision 2008/913/JHA. 
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