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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0747/2011 by Asuncion Cremades Campos (Spanish), on the failure 
to implement Directive 2005/36/EC of the European Parliament and of the 
Council on the recognition of professional qualifications in connection with 
training as a pharmacist at the University of Murcia in Spain

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner maintains that training as a pharmacist at the University of Murcia does not 
comply with the provisions of Directive 2005/36/EC of the European Parliament and of the 
Council on the recognition of professional qualifications or existing Spanish law (Order 
CIN/2137/2008). Under these provisions, training as a pharmacist is to include at least four 
years of full-time theoretical and practical training at a university and a six-month traineeship 
at a pharmacy which is open to the public or in a hospital. The petitioner points out that 
30 ECTS points should be given for the traineeship, because that amounts to half of one year 
of full-time work, but the University of Murcia gives only 18. The petitioner further notes that 
the University does not offer training in three of the disciplines covered by Spanish law. Since 
the petitioner’s appeals to the competent national authorities have been unsuccessful to date, 
she asks the European Parliament to examine the case.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 4 November 2011. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 27 January 2012

The petitioner claims that the University of Murcia does not respect the harmonized minimum 
training requirements for pharmacists stipulated in Article 44 and Annex V, point 5.6.1.of 
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Directive 2005/36/EC on the recognition of professional qualifications (the Directive)1. 

She points out that the University of Murcia only gives 18 European Credit Transfer and 
Accumulation System (ECTS) credits for the traineeships organized in accordance with 
Article 44(2)(b). This provision provides that all pharmacist trainings in the EU shall include 
a six-month traineeship in a pharmacy which is open to the public or in a hospital under the 
supervision of that hospital's pharmaceutical department. She considers that at least 30 ECTS 
credits should be given for this traineeship.

In addition, the petitioner asserts that the curriculum of the University of Murcia does not 
contain three subjects which are indispensable to acquire the professional competences listed 
in the Spanish Ministerial Order CIN/2137/2008, the national legislative instrument 
implementing the Directive's provisions relevant to the training requirements for pharmacists 
into Spanish national law. She claims that the pharmacist training curriculum should also 
include the following subjects: "Information, Scientific Method, Scientific Innovation-
Technique", "Biological Analysis and Laboratory Diagnosis" and "Pharmaceutical Care".

The Commission's observations

As to the first grievance, the Commission would like to point out that the European Credit 
Transfer and Accumulation System is not based on a binding EU legislative instrument. 
Consequently, EU law does not prescribe for universities how many ECTS credits they shall 
give for the traineeship stipulated in Article 44(2)(b) of the Directive. 

Instead, EU law only obliges Member States to ensure that their universities organize an at 
least six-month traineeship and this takes place either in a pharmacy which is open to the 
public or in a hospital under the supervision of that hospital's pharmaceutical department.

As to the compulsory training subjects, the Directive stipulates only the list of minimum 
training subjects in Annex V, point 5.6.1.of the Directive. Member States may decide to have 
additional training subjects, but such requirements are not binding by EU law.     

The Commission services compared the list of compulsory training subjects listed in Annex 
V, point 5.6.1.of the Directive and the curriculum of the pharmaceutical training at the 
homepage of the University of Murcia2 and concluded that the university's curriculum 
contains all the compulsory training subjects listed in Annex V, point 5.6.1.of the Directive. 

Conclusion 

The Commission has no evidence to conclude that there is a violation of the Directive in this 
case.

                                               
1 Directive 2005/36/EC of the European Parliament and the Council of 7 September  on the recognition of 
professional qualifications (OJ L 255, 30.9.2005, p. 22).
2 http://www.um.es/web/medicina/contenido/estudios/grados/farmacia/plan/asignaturas viewed on 2 December 
2011.


