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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0754/2009 by I.A. (Romanian) on massive deforestation of the 
Carpathian Mountains (Romania)

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner denounces the massive deforestation activities taking place in the Carpathian 
Mountains (Romania) and criticizes the passivity of the Romanian environmental authorities 
which have failed to stop this process. The petitioner requests information about the EU 
legislation on illegal deforestation and the competences of the European institutions regarding 
this issue.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 6 October 2009. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 9 December 2010.

There is no EU legislation governing how logging should be carried out and whether it should 
be followed by regeneration.  However, the Commission is concerned about allegations of 
inappropriate logging and does have competence if the activities breach EU legislation. For 
instance, Member States need to ensure compliance with the EU Habitats1 and Birds 
Directives2 which has established the network of Natura 2000 sites. Deforestation is not per se 
prohibited in Natura 2000 sites, but Member States need to ensure that the species and 
habitats for which the sites have been designated are maintained or restored in a favourable 
conservation status. According to Article 6.2 of the Habitats Directive, Member States need to 
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2 OJ L20, 26.1.2010, p.7-25
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avoid deterioration of the natural habitats and the habitats of species as well as significant 
disturbance of the species for which the site has been designated. Under article 6.3. of the 
Habitats Directive Member States need to ensure that "any plan or project not directly 
connected with or necessary to the management of the site but likely to have a significant 
effect thereon, either individually or in combination with other plans or projects, shall be 
subject to appropriate assessment of its implications for the site in view of the site´s 
conservation objectives" and the plan or project can only be authorised (with some 
exceptions) if it is ascertained that the integrity of the site is not affected.

In addition, Directive 85/337/EEC1, on the assessment of the effects of certain public and 
private projects on the environment, as amended by Directives 97/11/EC2, 2003/35/EC3 and 
2009/31/EC4 is relevant. 

Under Directive 85/337/EEC, which is also known as the Environmental Impact Assessment 
(EIA) Directive, projects likely to have significant effects on the environment by virtue, inter 
alia, of their nature, size or location, must be made subject to an assessment of their 
environmental effects prior to development consent. The EIA Directive distinguishes between 
projects requiring a mandatory EIA (so-called Annex I projects) and those where Member 
States authorities must determine, in a procedure called “screening”, if projects are likely to 
have significant effects, taking into account criteria in Annex III of the Directive (so-called 
Annex II projects). If they are, an EIA is necessary. Projects concerning initial afforestation 
and deforestation for the purposes of conversion to another type of land use are listed in 
Annex II.1.d.

Finally, the recently adopted Regulation (EU) No 995/2010 of the European Parliament and 
of the Council of 20 October 2010 laying down the obligations of operators who place timber 
and timber products on the market5 will provide an additional tool to combat illegal 
deforestation once it enters into application in early 2013, by prohibiting the placing on the 
EU market of illegally harvested timber, as defined by the legislation of the country in which 
the timber was harvested.  

Conclusions

Based on the information available, the Commission is not able to assess if there is a breach 
of EU environmental legislation. The Commission will contact the Romanian authorities to 
request more detailed information on the issue.

4. (REV) Commission reply, received on 17 February 2012.

The Commission requested additional information on 23 November 2011 from the Romanian 
authorities who replied on 16 January 2012 saying that the Cascade Empire LLC company 
owns an area of 1 710 ha of forest in the Valcea and Hunedoara counties. The Obarsia 
                                               
1 OJ L 175, 5.7.1985, p.40.
2 OJ L 73, 14.3.1997, p.5.
3 OJ L 156, 25.6.2003, p.17.
4 OJ L 140, 5.6.09, p.114.
5 OJ L 295, 12.11.2010, p.23-34.



CM\892839EN.doc 3/3 PE454.585v02-00

EN

Lotrului Voienasa region in the Valcea County is not part of NATURA 2000, but is located 
25 km south of the site of Community importance (ROSCI0085).

Between 2008 and 2011, after clearing forests, the company planted spruce seedlings on 
20.10 ha in the Valcea and Hunedoara counties to reduce soil erosion.

It appears that there was non-compliance with the Romanian environment agreement 
N° 5/17.06.2010 (Acord de Mediu RO-ANPM/Nr.5 din 17.06.2010). The Cascade Empire 
company was sanctioned with a penalty of 25 000 lei (about €5 800) after an inspection 
carried out by the Valcea County Commissioner on 30 November 2011.

On the basis of the information provided to the Commission, it is not possible to identify a 
breach of EU legislation.


