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by the German authorities with the relevant agreements 

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner has been informed that German and Russian nationals wishing to visit 
immediate family members are not required to purchase a visa. However, his Russian mother-
in-law, who had been invited by the petitioner and his spouse to visit them in Germany, was 
required to do so. The petitioner takes the view that this is unfair and that the German 
authorities are failing to comply with the visa agreement between the EU and Russia. 

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 4 May 2010. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 2 September 2010.

The petitioner's wife (a Russian citizen residing in Germany) invited her mother (a Russian 
citizen residing in the Russian Federation) to Germany. When applying for a visa, the 
petitioner's mother-in-law was charged a visa fee by the German Embassy in Moscow. The 
petitioner argues that the visa fee should have been waived in accordance with the EC-Russia 
visa facilitation agreement1.

Article 6(3)(a) of the EC-Russia visa facilitation agreement provides that fees for processing 
the visa application are waived for "close relatives — spouses, children (including adopted) 
parents (including custodians), grandparents and grandchildren — of citizens of the 

                                               
1 Agreement between the European Community and the Russian Federation on the facilitation of the issuance of 
visas to the citizens of the European Union and the Russian Federation, OJ L129/27, 17.5.2007.
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European Union and of the Russian Federation legally residing in the territory of the Russian 
Federation or the Member States".

In accordance with this provision, the German consulate in Moscow should have waived the 
visa fee for the petitioner's mother-in-law, a close relative (parent) visiting a citizen of the 
Russian Federation legally residing in a Member State.
The Commission will duly raise this matter with the German authorities. 

4. Further Commission reply, received on 17 February 2012 (REV)

As mentioned in its previous communication on this petition, the Commission duly raised the 
matter with the German authorities by letter of 2 August 2010. In their reply of 29 September
2010, the German authorities considered that the visa fee had been collected lawfully from the 
petitioner's mother-in-law. However, following an enquiry opened by the Commission on 18 
October 2011, the German authorities declared on 23 December 2011 that they do apply the 
visa fee waiver set out in Article 6(3)(a) of the EC-Russia Visa Facilitation Agreement where 
it is proven that its conditions are fulfilled. Concerning the case at hand, because it is no 
longer possible to reconstruct if and how the Embassy requested the petitioner's mother-in-
law to submit the required proof at the time of her application, the German authorities 
announced that the Embassy will reimburse the visa fee to the petitioner's mother-in-law, in 
cash or by bank transfer to an account to be determined by her.

By offering the petitioner's mother-in-law the reimbursement of the visa fee in question, the 
German authorities have proposed a solution which satisfies the requirements of Article 
6(3)(a) of the EC-Russia Visa Facilitation Agreement. In light of the foregoing, the 
Commission will close the file.


