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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0271/2010 by Isabel Gómez Saiz (Spanish), on behalf of ‘Plataforma 
SOS Ribalta’, on the impact of the construction of a tramline through a park 
in Castellón

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner objects to plans by the Castellón municipal council and the Valencian regional 
government to build a tramline through the Ribalta Park, a green area in the city of Castellón. 
She maintains that the project would be ecologically harmful as well as detracting from the 
city’s historic and artistic heritage, the park of uniquely Romantic design and layout, having 
been declared a site of cultural interest and, since 1981, a part of the historic and artistic 
heritage. The project in question is part of the ‘City Mobil’ programme and is to receive EU 
funding.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 17 June 2010. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 17 February 2012

The petition concerns the construction of a tramline which crosses a public park in Castellon. 
This park has been declared a Site of Cultural Interest, it has a romantic design and according 
to the complainants, the tramline may affect the beauty of the site and destroy its integrity.

The tramline will use new driverless vehicles which have been developed in the frame of the 
Community research project "City Mobil" and according to the complainants, the use of 
European subsidies for such a development infringes the principles and agreements of the 
European Union with regard to cultural heritage.
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The development of the system was already foreseen in the Strategic Infrastructure Plan of 
Valencia Region presented by the Valencia Government, prior to the decision to support the 
research project.

In addition, the European financial support for the Research project does not concern the 
infrastructure nor the construction of the tramline, but only the technology to develop new 
types of electric and driverless vehicles which present advantages with respect to buses in 
terms of pollution, accessibility and space. The alleged damage to the park is linked to the 
transport infrastructure but not to the vehicle as such. As a consequence, it is considered that 
the use of European funds to modernise public vehicles cannot be considered as an 
infringement of the principle of preservation of cultural heritage. 

The project "City Mobil" and the technologies it develops have no relationship with the 
decision to build a new transport infrastructure in the park of Castellon. Therefore, no 
infringement to principles and agreements of the European Union as regards the use of public 
financing can be claimed.


