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17.2.2012

NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1384/2010 by Dieter Schlemann (German), on behalf of the firm of 
LTB Schlemann GmbH, on failure by the European Air Safety Agency 
(EASA) to act on breaches of Commission Regulation (EC) No 1702/2003 
laying down implementing rules for the airworthiness and environmental 
certification of aircraft and related products, parts and appliances, as well as 
for the certification of design and production organisations 

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner states that, under current rules, only holders of a European Technical Standard 
Order (ETSO) are entitled to carry out repairs and alterations to ETSO articles (see 
Commission Regulation  (EC) No 1702/2003 laying down implementing rules for the 
airworthiness and environmental certification of aircraft and related products, parts and 
appliances, as well as for the certification of design and production organisations). The 
petitioner therefore complains that certain specified firms, which produce safety belts and do 
not comply with the requirements of the regulation, are carrying out, with the tacit approval of 
EASA, repairs to ETSO articles (safety belts and safety harnesses) belonging to European-
registered aircraft. The petitioner therefore calls on the European Parliament to act to ensure 
that EU legislation in this area is enforced.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 14 February 2011. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 17 February 2012

The privilege to perform maintenance activities on a specific European Technical Standard 
Order (ETSO) article is not limited to the holder of the ETSO authorisation related to this 
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article.  Any natural or legal person may perform maintenance activities on ETSO articles as 
long as this person complies with Regulation (EC) N°216/2008 and its implementing rules.

One of the requirements for a third party maintenance organisation to carry out maintenance 
on an ETSO article is to hold and use current maintenance data.  These data can be obtained 
for instance through a contractual arrangement with the ETSO authorisation holder.  A second 
possibility is to introduce a change or repair in accordance with Part 21 of Commission 
Regulation (EC) N°1702/2003.  A third party organisation can therefore design its own 
changes or repairs, and then become owner of the approved maintenance data.  In the field of 
safety belts, the aforementioned options were explained in the European Aviation Safety 
Agency (EASA) Safety Information Bulletin (SIB) 2010-15R1 as well as during a meeting 
between the petitioner and EASA.

Pursuant to Article 10 of Regulation (EC) N°216/2008 the Member States, the European 
Commission and EASA cooperate with a view to ensuring compliance with the 
aforementioned Regulations.  For the purpose of assessing this compliance, EASA carries out 
inspections of national competent authorities of civil aviation in accordance with Commission 
Regulation (EC) N° 736/2006.

EASA was informed in early 2009 through a report from the competent authority of civil 
aviation in Germany (LBA) that some German maintenance organisations were repairing seat 
belts without being in possession of applicable maintenance data.  In accordance with 
Commission Regulation (EC) N°736/2006 EASA conducted an ad-hoc inspection in Germany 
which led to the assessment that other German maintenance organisations were performing 
maintenance activities on safety belts without the required maintenance data.  In total 5 
organisations were identified in Germany as not complying with Regulation (EC) N°216/2008 
and its implementing rules.  During the follow-up mission carried out in April 2011 EASA 
assessed that LBA had taken appropriate actions against these five organisations as LBA 
suspended the Maintenance Organisation Approvals with regard to the maintenance of seats 
and seat belts.  However three out of the five organisations appealed the decision of LBA 
before the competent national administrative court.  This appeal suspended the effect of the 
decision taken by LBA until the final decision on the substance is taken by a German court.

With a view to alerting and informing the aviation community about the safety concerns 
related to safety belts, EASA took the decision to issue SIB 2010-15R11 on 29 September 
2010.  In parallel, EASA Standardisation Directorate sent a letter to all competent authorities 
of civil aviation of the Member States asking them to take action in case other maintenance 
organisations were performing maintenance activities on seat belts without the applicable 
maintenance data.  EASA then received confirmation that all affected organisations located in 
other countries had their approval limited or suspended in respect of the re-webbing of seat 
belts.  This was also checked during all Standardisation Inspections carried out since then in 
accordance with Regulation (EC) N°736/2006.  It has to be noted however that the competent 
authorities of the Member States are responsible for ensuring the continuing compliance with 
the rules of the organisations under their supervision.

Conclusion

                                               
1 Safety Information Bulletin
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Any third party organisation can have access to the business of maintaining, repairing of 
changing safety belts as long as it complies with Regulation (EC) N°216/2008 and its 
implementing rules.

Pursuant to the aforementioned Regulation, the Member States, the European Commission 
and EASA have cooperated and continue to cooperate with a view to ensuring compliance 
with the current legislation regarding the maintenance activities on safety belts.

Appropriate measures were taken by the competent authorities of the civil aviation of the 
Member States against all maintenance organisations performing maintenance activities on 
safety belts which do not comply with the current legislation.


