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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0435/2011 by Jean Pierre Billet & Marie Claude Virama  (French), 
on behalf of Association de Défense des Victimes de Nuisance dans leur 
Environment, with 3 signatures, on alleged breach of EU legislation by the 
establishment of a heliport in Saint-Gilles, Réunion

1. Summary of petition

The population of St Gilles, island of Réunion, alleges that a new heliport has been 
established on agricultural land - for which the irrigation was financed by the EU - without 
the proper permits. Furthermore, a temporary structure, which should have been destroyed, 
has been transformed into a hangar without the requisite building permit. Finally, the site has 
been connected to water and electricity supply without the requisite permits. The petitioners 
are asking for the Parliament's position in light of the UNESCO World Heritage label of the 
island of Réunion.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 8 September 2011. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 17 February 2012

The petitioner contests the plan to create a heliport near to Saint-Gilles-les-Hauts, on the 
island of Réunion. He regards the very concept as incompatible with the UNESCO "world 
heritage" status of the area. He objects to the expected noise nuisance and especially to the 
prospect that flights might take place from 6am, including Sundays. He queries the legitimacy 
of this project, on what was once agricultural land. He would prefer helicopter activity to be 
confined to existing airports.
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The Commission's observations

The Commission would first like to point out that there is not necessarily any inherent 
incompatibility between the designation of a site as worthy of a heritage label and the 
development of transport infrastructure within or near it. Indeed, it appears from the 
documentation submitted that the aim of the project complained of is to better serve an 
enhanced touristic interest in the area, which is usually a logical corollary of such a 
designation. The site is more or less midway between the airports of St. Denis to the North 
and Pierrefonds to the South, and if there is a local demand for tourism services of this type, it 
is arguably impracticable to provide them only from those airports.

The site of this particular project is at the looped intersection of the D100 road which leads 
down to Hermitage-les-Bains on the coast, with the RN1 - route des Tamarins - trunk road 
which is the main link between the north and south of the island. The proposed site was 
previously used during the recent construction of this large intersection, and of the viaduct 
immediately to the South. The area within the loop of the intersection has been used for a 
substantial stone-breaking activity, suggesting that noise nuisance is probably not a novelty in 
the vicinity.  Satellite images of the area show that all the small surrounding parcels of land 
have already been out of agricultural use for a considerable period of time, and a transport-
related development immediately adjacent to the proposed site also renders rather implausible 
any return of this small area to agricultural use.

There is EU legislation on "Establishing rules and procedures with regard to the introduction 
of noise related operating restrictions" for airports1. However, the scope of this legislation 
only begins at a certain number of traffic movements per year, namely 50 000 jet airplanes, 
which is clearly in excess of the 30 daily helicopter movements of the current plan.

Conclusions

As the Commission has had to point out in the context of numerous other petitions, local 
issues of land use and infrastructure planning are primarily within the competence of the 
relevant national authorities. This would seem also to be the case with this petition. 
Furthermore, the principal concern of the petitioner - noise nuisance from the proposed 
heliport - falls below the threshold of the applicable EU law.

                                               
1 Directive 2002/30/EC, JO L85 28.03.2002, pp. 40-46


