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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0766/2011 by Walter Heinz Greiner (German), on better labelling 
– sell-by date and minimum capacity – of batteries

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner asks that non-rechargeable batteries should be better labelled, indicating their 
capacity and a date by which they should be removed from the shelf. Non-rechargeable 
batteries’ capacity can vary by a factor of 10. Consumers are thus unable to make an informed 
choice when purchasing them.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 15 November 2011. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 17 February 2012

Article 21(2) of the Batteries Directive1 requires that all portable (rechargeable and non-
rechargeable) and automotive batteries and accumulators carry a capacity label. The purpose 
of this label is to provide useful, easily understandable and comparable information to 
consumers purchasing different batteries and accumulators.

There are detailed rules for implementing this requirement regarding portable rechargeable 
and automotive batteries and accumulators. The rules include harmonised methods for 
determining the capacity and appropriate use of such batteries and accumulators. A 
Commission Regulation setting out these rules has been published in the Official Journal of 
the EU.2 It came into force on 30 November 2010 and will apply to portable rechargeable and 
                                               
1  OJ L 266, 26.9.2006, p. 1. This Directive was last amended by Directive 2008/103/EC (OJ L 327, 5.12.2008, pp. 7–8).
2  Commission Regulation (EU) No 1103/2010 of 29 November 2010 establishing, pursuant to Directive 2006/66/EC of the 

European Parliament and of the Council, rules as regards capacity labelling of portable secondary (rechargeable and 
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automotive batteries and accumulators placed on the market for the first time eighteen months 
after this date, i.e. from 31 May 2012.

Capacity labelling for portable non-rechargeable batteries and their appropriate use proved 
more complex than expected, because the delivered capacity of such batteries very much 
depends on the pattern of use of the equipment which they power.1 A study2 was, therefore, 
carried out on batteries of this kind, followed by several consultations with national 
authorities and stakeholders. This research showed the great difficulty in designing a label 
that is informative enough (about how battery capacity varies with use) and that can also be 
easily understood by consumers in the short time they take to make their purchasing decision.

Conclusion

It has so far proved impossible to design a single, simple, meaningful and workable capacity 
label for portable non-rechargeable batteries. The Commission, EU Member States and 
stakeholders continue to assess the issue. Once their assessment has been completed, rules for 
labelling batteries of this type will be drawn up, if appropriate.

                                                                                                                                                  
automotive batteries and accumulators (OJ L 313, 30.11.2010, p. 3).

1   Final report by BIO Intelligence (2008): 
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/waste/batteries/pdf/battery_report.pdf; 
Executive summary: http://ec.europa.eu/environment/waste/batteries/pdf/battery_summary.pdf;
‘Summary of recommendations’ table: http://ec.europa.eu/environment/waste/batteries/pdf/summary%20table_ter.pdf.

2   Final report by BIO Intelligence (2010): http://ec.europa.eu/environment/waste/batteries/pdf/battery_report_june2010.pdf.


