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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0893/2011 by Ioan Stan (Romanian), bearing 10 signatures, on a 
building that is not fit for habitation in the town of Jimbolia (Timiş County)

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner describes the living conditions of some ethnic Roma families in a building 
which is in an advanced state of disrepair and does not provide minimum comfort conditions 
to the residents: families of five or six live together in a single room; the building does not 
have sanitary facilities, which has turned the area into a focus of infection. The authorities 
have promised to demolish the building and move the families into a new building, but these 
promises have not been kept.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 5 December 2011. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 17 February 2012

The Commission is aware that Roma often face poor housing conditions and inadequate 
access to public utilities, which has a negative impact on their health and overall integration in 
society.

In its Communication on the EU Framework for National Roma Integration Strategies up to 
20201, the Commission called on Member States to prepare or revise their national Roma 
integration strategies and to present them to the Commission by the end of December 2011.
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As part of their strategies, Member States should address the situation of Roma in terms of 
employment, education, healthcare and housing. More specifically, in the area of housing 
Member States are expected to promote a non-discriminatory access to housing, including 
social housing. Action on housing needs to be part of an integrated approach including, in 
particular, education, health, social affairs, employment and security and desegregation 
measures. They should actively intervene with targeted programmes involving regional and 
local authorities. 

The Commission will assess these national strategies and will report to the European 
Parliament and to the Council about progress.

Conclusion

Given that the area of housing belongs to the Member States competence, the Commission is 
not in a position to intervene in this particular case in favour of the petitioner.

However, the EU Framework seeks to make a tangible difference to Roma people's life in 
general.


