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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0901/2011 by Spiridon Zouridakis (Greek), on behalf of the 
association ‘Sillogos Trochalou’, on the absence of a waste water treatment 
plant and the consequent pollution of the coastline in Southern Crete

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner notes that there is no biological waster water treatment plant in the village of 
Paleochora in the Chania district of Crete, and this has resulted in serious pollution of the 
southern coastline. The petitioner points out that the urban management programme provides 
for a biological waste water treatment plant in Paleochora, but it is to be built instead in the 
Trochalou area in accordance with a decision of the local authorities. The petitioner maintains 
that a waste water treatment plant in that locality is inappropriate, not least with regard to the 
geological features of the landscape and the preservation of six sources of drinking water, and 
that personal interests are also involved. The petitioner therefore asks the European 
Parliament to consider the matter with a view to ensuring strict compliance with the EU’s 
applicable legislation.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 8 December 2011. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 17 February 2012

The petitioner indicates that the lack, due to private interests, of a waste water treatment plant for 
biological treatment in the village of Paleochora (Crete, Greece), has resulted in a highly polluted 
coast, because of the waste water discharges from this agglomeration into the sea. The local 
authorities have planned to build another plant as an alternative in the region of Trochalou, but 
the petitioner says that it might seriously affect the sources of drinking water and the landscape 



PE483.597v01-00 2/2 CM\892917EN.doc

EN

in the area.

The Commission's observations

According to the information provided by the Greek Authorities within the framework of the last 
Implementation Report, the agglomeration of Paleochora, with a size of 3 800 population 
equivalents (p.e.), is fully equipped with individual or other appropriate systems for 100% of  the 
generated load and, therefore, is in compliance with the requirements of Directive 91/271/EEC1

(art 3.1). In addition to this, the decision to build an alternative treatment plant is not yet final, as 
described by the petitioner: it has been appealed at the State Council claiming deficiencies in the 
environmental impact assessment of the project. At this preliminary stage, the above-referred to 
treatment plant cannot be considered as a threat to the environment.
Conclusion

On the basis of the currently available information, there are no reasons to conclude that the 
provisions of Directive 91/271/EEC are not being complied with.

                                               
1 OJ L 67, 7.3.1998, p. 29-30.


