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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1172/2010 by A. Y. (Cypriot), on behalf of Initiative Group for the 
Safeguard of the Human Rights of the Enclaved, with 514 signatures, on 
environmental degradation in the Natura 2000 area of Rizokarpaso in the 
occupied zone of Cyprus

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner points out that part of the Karpas peninsula in the occupied zone of Cyprus, 
which is still home to around 300 Greek Cypriots, has been designated as a protected area 
under the Natura 2000 programme. This area is also the site of many ancient monuments and 
ruins, including a Roman port and the famous Byzantine Basilica of Saint Philonas. The 
petitioner emphasises that current and planned construction projects, including the building of 
a private university, will have a devastating impact on this protected area, and that they 
constitute a blatant infringement of Council Directive 92/43/EEC on the conservation of 
natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora and Council Directive 79/409/EEC on the 
conservation of wild birds. The petitioner also refers to the problems facing people owning 
land in the protected zone, and especially those who were displaced by the 1974 Turkish 
invasion of Cyprus, who ought to have the right to receive regular updates in their own 
language about current and planned construction activities. The petitioner therefore calls on 
the European Parliament to ensure that the authorities in the occupied part of Cyprus observe 
EU legislation in this field both in letter and in spirit.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 14 January 2011. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 16 March 2012
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The European Commission would like to recall that the whole island entered into the EU in 
2004 but that the acquis communautaire is suspended in the areas that are not under the 
effective control of the Republic of Cyprus.

Parts of the areas referred to are currently not Natura 2000 sites, but are likely to be 
designated as such following a comprehensive settlement of the Cyprus issue and 
reunification of the divided island. Since the acquis is suspended in the areas that are not 
under the effective control of the Republic of Cyprus, the Commission does not have any 
legal tools to enforce compliance with the relevant environmental EU legislation on that part 
of the island. However, in the context of the Aid Programme for the Turkish Cypriot 
community based on Council Regulation (EC) No. 389/20061, the Commission provides 
technical assistance to prepare for the implementation of the acquis communautaire, inter 
alia, in the environmental field and assists the Turkish Cypriot Community to prepare 
management plans for seven areas in the northern part of Cyprus which have the potential to 
be designated as Natura 2000 sites.  

The European Commission has raised the issue of the construction of a university campus on 
the Karpaz peninsula with the Turkish Cypriot community back in 2010 when the plan was 
first announced. Following the intervention of the Commission, the area allocated for the 
construction of the University campus was moved from a location within a Special 
Environment Protected Area (SEPA) to a location outside the SEPA but adjacent to it. The 
Turkish Cypriot community also mentioned that an environmental impact assessment was to 
be carried out but the Commission does not have more updated information on this.

According to the latest information available to the Commission, work has started on the 
construction of the access road to the future campus (yet to be built). In addition, some 
clearing of the future site is taking place. 

The Commission would like to add that, in December 2010, it has replied to a written 
question from MEP Marina Yannakoudakis on the same issue (question E-8553/2010).

                                               
1 Council Regulation (EC) No. 389/2006 of 27 February 2006 establishing an instrument for financial support for 
encouraging the economic development of the Turkish Cypriot community


