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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0545/2011 by Paulo Monteiro (Portuguese), on the construction of a 
cruise liner terminal at the Angra do Heroísmo Underwater Archaeological 
Park on Terceira Island, the Azores, Portugal 

1. 1. Summary of petition

The petitioner is an underwater archaeologist and author of 'The Underwater Archaeological 
Chart for the Azores'. From 1995 to 1999 he co-ran a series of excavations and campaigns for 
the protection of Angra do Heroísmo Bay in the Azores. The petitioner is asking the European 
Parliament to intervene to prevent the construction of a cruise liner terminal next to Porto das 
Pipas, in Angra do Heroísmo. The site is right in the middle of the underwater archaeological 
park, where there have been over 74 historic shipwrecks. Maritime archaeology academics 
and researchers therefore want this area to be preserved. The petitioner says that only 13 
archaeological sites have been identified so far, and that legislation exists to prevent 
interventions that might be detrimental to ongoing archaeological research, despite this, the 
Regional Government of the Azores has approved plans for the cruise liner terminal.

2. 2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 19 September 2011. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 16 December 2011.

The Commission’s observations

Having reviewed the petition, the Commission concluded that the Portuguese authorities 
should be questioned on the matter, particularly in light of the obligations stemming from 
Directive 85/337/EEC of 27 June 1985 on the assessment of the effects of certain public and 
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private projects on the environment, as amended by Directive 97/11/EC of 3 March 1997 and 
by Directive 2003/35/EC of 26 May 2003.

The Commission will decide what measures to take once the Portuguese authorities have 
replied.

4. Commission reply (REV.), received on 16 March 2012.

In its plans for the cruise liner terminal project, the Regional Government of the Azores 
attached particular importance to the protection of the Angra do Heroísmo underwater 
archaeological site and to the project's compliance with the relevant regional legislation. For 
example, the project was the subject of an environmental impact assessment following 
underwater surveys to mark out the geographical areas to be protected. The assessment was 
also the subject of a public consultation. The project is still at a preliminary stage. Alternative 
locations considered during this phase were rejected on feasibility/cost grounds. The next step 
will involve an environmental impact assessment, another public consultation and an ex-post 
evaluation (to assess the implementation of mitigation measures yet to be agreed on). 

In the light of this, the Commission takes the view that there are is no evidence pointing to a 
breach of EU law, in particular Directive 2011/92/EU of 13 December 20111 on the 
assessment of the effects of certain public and private projects on the environment.
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