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1. Summary of petition

The petitioner has lived in the United Kingdom since 2007 and complains of having 
enormous difficulties because maritime certificates obtained in Romania are not recognised in 
other EU Member States. The petitioner says that the Romanian Naval Authority does not 
comply with the International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and 
Watchkeeping for Seafarers (the STCW Convention). The petitioner considers that the 
Romanian naval authorities refuse to issue limited maritime certificates in order to support the 
abuse of power in this field.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 4 November 2011. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 16 March 2012

The petitioner is a holder of a professional qualification called 'Certificate of Competency for 
Maritime Port Chief Engineer' delivered by a Romanian Maritime Training Institution. He 
would like to be issued a Certificate of Competency ('CoC') for Chief Engineer under the 
STCW Convention (International Convention on Training, Certification and Watchkeeping 
for Seafarers), as he considers his professional qualification as equivalent to the one issued 
under the STCW Convention. 

The Commission's observations 
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Directive 2008/106/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 19 November 2008 
on the minimum level of training of seafarers (recast)1 transposes into EU law the STCW 
Convention. The STCW Convention deals with the requirements for training of seafarers 
(mainly officers) and the relevant certification. The STCW Convention includes two annexes: 
the "Regulations", laying down the prerequisites for acceding to the different jobs onboard 
('certifications') and the "Code" which contains the precise and detailed description of the 
material skills (e.g., positioning, ship-manoeuvring, cargo-handling, navigation) that have to 
be acquired by candidates for the different positions onboard. The certificates issued in this 
respect may have a limited or unlimited character. 

The Romanian Maritime Authorities issue, apart from CoC that do fall under the requirements 
of the STCW Convention, other professional certificates, also called Certificate of 
Competency, that do not comply with the STCW Convention. The CoC held by the petitioner 
belongs to this latter category. The Romanian Maritime Authorities are entitled to issue such 
non-STCW certificates. However, the holders of such certificates do not qualify for jobs 
covered by the provisions of the STCW Convention (and Directive 2008/106/EC) requiring 
specific training according to the STCW Convention itself, such as the position of Chief 
Engineer which the petitioner would like to occupy2. 

Nevertheless, according to Romanian law, non – STCW certificates can be taken as evidence 
that part of the training required by the Convention has been done. Therefore, it is 
recommended that the petitioner complements the missing parts of his training in order to 
qualify for the CoC of Chief Engineer under the STCW Convention (and therefore under 
Directive 2008/106/EC). 

Conclusion

The Commission does not see any breach of EU law on the part of the Romanian Maritime 
Authorities and would recommend, as mentioned above, that the petitioner considers 
complementing the missing parts of his training in order to be considered as an eligible 
candidate for a CoC under the STCW Convention (and Directive 2008/106/EC).

                                               
1 OJ L323, 03.12.2008, p.33.
2 Since the position the petitioner wants to occupy is covered by the specific Directive 2008/106/EC, the mutual recognition 
rules as foreseen by the Professional Qualifications Directive 2005/36/EC do not apply in this case (See Recital 42 and 
Article 2(3) of Directive 2005/36/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 07/09/2005 on the recognition of 
professional qualifications, Official Journal L 255 of 30/09/2005).


