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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0708/2011 by Renata Michalska-Widla (Polish), on behalf of the 
association ‘Przyjazna Rokietnica’, with 164 signatures, on the construction 
of a high voltage power line in the village of Rokietnica in western Poland 
and the consequent risks to the health of the local population

1. Summary of petition

Having regard to the recommendations of the European Parliament resolution of 2 April 2009 
on health concerns associated with electromagnetic fields, the petitioner points out that the 
route of the new high voltage power line in Rokietnica (2 x 400 kV) is unacceptable because 
it is not far enough away from built-up areas. The petitioner argues for an underground power 
line route and refers to the Commission’s background paper entitled ‘Undergrounding of 
electricity lines in Europe’. She therefore calls on the European Parliament to make 
representations to the competent Polish authorities and ensure that the applicable EU 
provisions are complied with as regards establishing the route of the new high voltage power 
line, and that due regard is given to the health and safety of the local population.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 3 November 2011. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 20 April 2012

In accordance with the EU Treaty, it is the Member States who are responsible for the 
protection of the general public from electromagnetic fields (EMF). 

A non binding Council Recommendation (1999/519/EC)1 proposes exposure guidelines 
                                               
1 Council Recommendation (1999/519/EC) of 12 July 1999 on the limitation of the exposure of the general 
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meant to ensure a high level of protection of the public. All EU Member States have put a 
regulatory framework in place at least equivalent to this framework of protection. Therefore, 
the Commission is not in a position to contact local authorities and recommends to the 
petitioner to contact directly the relevant national authorities. 

However, the Commission can refer the petitioner to the latest independent scientific 
assessments of the evidence concerning the potential health effects of the electromagnetic 
fields generated by high voltage power lines1, which concludes that extremely low frequency 
magnetic fields are a possible carcinogen and might contribute to an increase in childhood 
leukaemia, but a causal relationship is not proven. While  new epidemiological studies also 
indicate a possible increase in Alzheimer's disease arising from exposure to extremely low 
frequency magnetic fields, further research is needed to ascertain these results. The research 
project ARIMMORA, financed by the EU 7th Framework Programme for Research, is 
currently investigating further the impact of extremely low frequency  magnetic fields. 
In order to take into account the latest scientific developments in this domain, a new update of 
the scientific opinion of the Scientific Committee on Emerging and Newly Identified Risks 
has been launched. Results are expected at the end of 2012.

Conclusion
The EU's legislation requires Member States to take into account environmental and health 
concerns when deciding on the routing of projects, but it is the responsibility of the national 
competent authorities to approve the permits for construction. The Commission is therefore 
not in a position to decide on the route of the high voltage power line in question and 
recommends that the petitioner pursue his process with the relevant national competent 
authorities. 

                                                                                                                                                  
public to electromagnetic fields (0 Hz – 300 GHz).
1 2009 SCENIHR opinion: 
http://ec.europa.eu/health/archive/ph_risk/committees/04_scenihr/docs/scenihr_o_022.pdf .


