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Subject: Petition 1144/2011 by Eugenio Oria (Spanish), requesting adaptation of 
Annex V of Directive 2005/36/EC of the European Parliament and of the 
Council on the recognition of professional qualifications

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner has French specialist training in preventive medicine and public health, which 
is recognised in Spain. In France, he additionally obtained a doctorate in human nutrition, and 
he is now working as an assistant doctor in the clinic for dietetics and nutrition at the hospital 
in the Spanish town of Navarra. The petitioner points out that, in the other Member States of 
EU, nutritional medicine is practised by doctors who have supplemented their specialist 
training (e.g. paediatrics, geriatrics, internal medicine, endocrinology, etc.) with courses 
organised by ESPEN (European Society for Clinical Nutrition and Metabolism), whereas, in 
Spain, it is only specialists in endocrinology who are permitted to fulfil this function. The 
petitioner emphasises that this is due to the wording of Annex V of Directive 2005/36/EC of 
the European Parliament and of the Council on the recognition of professional qualifications, 
in which the Spanish designation in the section ‘Endocrinology and diabetes mellitus’ is 
‘Endocrinología y nutrición’, whereas nutrition (nutrición) is not used in the designations for 
the other countries. The petitioner consequently requests the European Parliament to ensure 
that Annex V is adapted in such a way that the Spanish designation refers only to 
endocrinology.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 20 April 2012. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 6 February 2012

Under the system on mutual recognition of professional qualifications established by 
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Directive 2005/36/EC, the competence for the organisation of medical specialists' trainings 
rests with the Member States.

The Directive only defines the minimum period of training for each specialisation. In the case 
of endocrinology, this period is of 3 years. Further, under Article 21 (7) of Directive 
2005/36/EC, the Member States shall notify the Commission their national specialists' 
trainings. Those medical specialities are then listed in Annex V, point 5.1.3. of Directive 
2005/36/EC and are covered by the automatic recognition of specialist qualifications regime 
of the Directive, to the extent that the speciality exists both in the home and the host Member 
State. 

When a Member State decides to abolish or amend a medical specialty, it has to fix a date as 
of which it will no longer deliver the specialist diploma concerned. Until that date, the 
Member State concerned must recognise and grant to specialists coming from other Member 
States the same 'acquired' rights as those granted to its own specialists.

The Spanish specialist training in 'endocrinología y nutrición' meets the minimum duration 
criteria provided by Directive 2005/36/EC, and unless Spain decides to abolish or amend this 
speciality as from a fixed date and notify this amendment to the Commission, the title should 
remain in Annex V, point 5.1.3. of Directive 2005/36/EC.

It is not within the competence of the Commission to modify the title of a medical specialist 
training course without the notification from the Member State concerned (and to publish an 
appropriate communication in the Official Journal of the European Union under Article 21 (7) 
of Directive 2005/36/EC), nor to modify the content of a specialist training.

Conclusion

Annex V, 5.1.3 of Directive 2005/36/EC is not incorrect as regards the Spanish medical 
specialist training in endocrinology and can only be modified on an express request by Spain.


