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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 2009 - 2014

Committee on Petitions

20.4.2012

NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1136/2011 by Enrique Arraiz Curbelo (Spanish), on breach of 
Directive 2003/8/EC concerning access to justice in cross-border disputes, 
and on the application of Council Regulation No 2201/2003 concerning 
jurisdiction and the recognition and enforcement of judgments in 
matrimonial matters and the matters of parental responsibility

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner, whose former wife is Finnish, was convicted of the abduction of their child in 
July 2007 by Finnish authorities. He served his prison sentence and, upon his release in 
February 2008, he returned to Spain where he now resides. He states he has since sought court 
reviews of his convictions, but denounces that both Finnish and Spanish authorities have 
breached Directive 2003/8/EC, on improving access to justice in cross-border disputes. He 
explains that he has been denied access to free legal assistance and that he has incurred high 
costs in the translation of documents, a service that he alleges is free under the Directive. 
Additionally, he protests Council Regulation No 2201/2003, which he claims leaves parents 
of children residing in another Member State completely defenceless.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 6 February 2012. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 20 April 2012

The subject of this petition is similar to that of petitions 1565/2008 and 1414/2010.

Therefore, the Commission would refer the Petitions committee to the detailed 
communications already submitted on both these petitions in which it concluded, respectively, 
that there is no EU law framework to examine legal aid decisions of Spanish authorities in the 
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petitioner's case and that the Commission does not see the need to take action at EU level on
the issues raised by the petitioner.


