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Subject: Petition 0646/2011, by K.K. (Greek), on pollution from a landfill site at Fyli, near 
Athens

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner says that the population of Aspropirgos, on the outskirts of Athens, is being 
seriously affected by pollution from a huge landfill site in the adjoining neighbourhood of 
Fyli. The petitioner emphasises that the local authorities will not intervene, since they directly 
benefit from revenue from the site. The petitioner suspects that this landfill site does not 
comply with current Community legislation on waste management and disposal and asks 
Parliament to address the issue.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 17 October 2011. Information requested from the Commission under 
Rule 202 (6).

3. Commission reply, received on 16 December 2011

The petitioner complains that the EU's environmental laws have been infringed (specifically, 
Directive 99/31/EC1 on the landfill of waste and Directive 2008/98/EC2 on waste) by the poor 
management of the Fyli landfill site (located in Western Attica). According to the petitioner, 
the site in question is a source of extremely unpleasant odours.

                                               
1 OJ L 182 of 16.7.1999, p. 1–19
2 OJ L 312 of 22.11.2008, p. 3–30
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The petitioner has also addressed a similar complaint to the Commission.
It should be noted that infringement proceedings (2007/4534) were already set in motion by 
the Commission in the past, as a result of problems in the running of the Fyli landfill (Unit B, 
not co-financed) and its lack of an operating permit. Unit B has since been closed down and 
Unit A (co-financed) is now operational, although its opening was delayed by legal action in 
Greece. Since the operating permit for the landfill site was issued on 29 September 2010 (on 
the basis of a further inspection by the competent authorities, which showed that its operation 
was in line with EU environmental law), the Commission decided to drop the infringement 
proceedings on 16 June 2011.
Following on from the petitioner's complaint to the Commission of 1 June 2011, the latter 
decided to make enquiries of the Greek authorities in order to find out whether the above-
mentioned site complies with EU environmental legislation and, in particular, with 
requirements concerning gas control and nuisances and hazards caused by the landfill.
The plaintiff has been informed of the progress of his petition. He has also been asked to 
provide any other evidence he may have in his possession that could show an infringement of 
EU environmental law (especially data confirming the existence of unpleasant odours).

The Commission will check whether the requirements laid down by Directives 99/31/EC and 
2008/98/EC are being properly met and specifically: (a) whether appropriate measures have 
been taken to limit the accumulation and spread of gas from the landfill; (b) whether the 
landfill gas is collected, treated and used and whether, if it is not used to produce energy, it is 
burnt off in flares; (c) whether the collection, treatment and use of landfill gas is done in such 
a way as to minimise as far as possible any damage to, or deterioration in, the environment or
risks to human health; (d) whether steps are being taken to reduce the pollution and hazards 
caused by the emission of foul odours from the landfill and whether the site is managed in 
such a way as to prevent detritus spilling out onto public highways and surrounding areas; and 
(e) whether the emission data listed in Annex III(3) of Directive 99/31/EC are being collected 
(on a monthly basis).

4. Commission reply (REV), received on 30 May 2012

Based on the reply from the Greek authorities, it seems that the obligations mentioned in 
Directives 99/31/EC and 2008/98/EC (and, more precisely, those concerning the collection, 
treatment and use of landfill gas and reducing the nuisance and danger caused by odour 
emission from landfill sites) are being complied with. It appears from the Greek authorities’ 
replies and from the most recent assessment report of 7 December 2011 that:
- the checks and sampling carried out in the landfill site show no sign of concentrations of gas 
or smells above the authorised limits;
- the competent authorities uncovered no significant environmental impact when undertaking 
the control and surveillance procedure during the operation phase of the landfill site (in 
compliance with the requirements of Annex III of Directive 99/31/EC);

- the site operator is keeping the competent authorities informed of the results obtained during 
the control and surveillance procedure. The results show that the environmental conditions for 
the site are currently being satisfied;
- all the necessary measures concerning the collection and treatment of gas at the site have 
been taken. The gas is collected and taken to another site where it is used for electricity 
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production. If it cannot be used for this purpose it is burnt off in flares (in compliance with the 
obligations under Annex I, points 4.1 and 4.2 of Directive 99/31/EC);

- the requisite measures to ensure that the collection, treatment and use of gas from the landfill 
site is carried out in such a way as to minimise the damage caused to the environment and the 
risk to human health have been taken (in compliance with Annex I, point 4.3 of Directive 
99/31/EC);

- all the necessary measures to prevent rubbish from the site reaching public highways and the
areas around them have been taken. This has been confirmed by various on-site inspections 
(in compliance with the obligations under Annex I, point 5 of Directive 99/31/EC).

Conclusion
The Greek authorities’ replies show that the Fyli landfill site is operating in compliance with 
the requirements of the EU’s environmental legislation, in particular Directives 2008/98/EC 
on waste and 99/31/EC on landfill sites.


