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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0796/2011 by M. G. (Spanish), on the syllabus of the International 
University of La Rioja, Spain

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner is enrolled on a primary education course at the International University of La 
Rioja, Spain, and she complains that foreign Community languages do not form a mandatory 
part of the syllabus, a fact which she regards as contrary to the Bologna Plan and to all the 
recommendations of the European Union regarding university education. She also claims that 
the university in question is the only Spanish university to which this applies

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 16 November 2011. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 30 May 2012

The Commission notes that the petitioners contend that the International University of La 
Rioja does not include compulsory lessons in an EU foreign language, thus failing to comply 
with the educational requirements of the new European Higher Education Area or with the 
Order ECI/3857/2007 of 27 December 2007 laying down the requirements for the validation 
of official university degrees that qualify their holders for the profession of primary school 
teacher.

The Commission would recall that Member States are sole competent, under Article 165 of 
the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU), as regards the content of the 
teaching and the organisation of their education systems. While the Commission actively 
supports the Bologna process, the inter-governmental process which promotes reforms in 
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higher education leading to establishing a 'European Higher Education Area', it is important to 
underline that the Bologna Declaration is a voluntary undertaking by each signatory country 
to reform its own education system; this reform is not imposed on the national governments or 
universities and Member States are at different stages in its implementation. 

It follows that the issues raised by the petitioners fall outside of the competencies of the 
European Union. The Commission would additionally note that the petitioners might pursue 
this matter further with the competent Spanish authorities, in particular if the university is in 
breach of a ministerial order.


