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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0814/2011 by Sara Consuegra (Belgian), on unfair distribution of 
study costs for international students

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner is a Belgian who is studying at a Dutch university. She has noted that a Dutch 
citizen who studies in Belgium has far lower study costs than a Belgian studying in the 
Netherlands. She is of the opinion that students who study abroad outside the Erasmus 
programme face financial regulations that make studying in another country difficult. She 
requests a more balanced distribution of study costs for international students

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 18 November 2011. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 30 May 2012

The Commission notes that the petitioner contends that the study costs for international 
students are unfairly distributed, given that some governments choose to focus their financial 
efforts on reducing study costs while others would give priority to study financing. The 
petitioner gives the example of a Belgian student studying in Netherlands, who, given the lack 
of financial aids from the Belgian Government, non-eligibility to Dutch financial aid and 
higher enrolment fees at Dutch universities, will be financially worse off than a Dutch student 
studying in Belgium, who will benefit from reduced enrolment fees at Belgian universities 
and from the financial aid provided by the Dutch Government.

The Commission would recall that, while Member States are competent, under Article 165 of 
the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU), as regards to the content of the 
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teaching and the organisation of their education systems, that competence must be exercised 
in compliance with European Union law, in particular with the Treaty provisions on the 
freedom to move and reside freely within the territory of the Member States (Article 21 
TFEU) or the prohibition of any discrimination on grounds of nationality within the scope of 
the Treaty (Article 18 TFEU). However, the Commission notes that creating a more balanced 
distribution of study costs for international students - as the petitioner would request - would 
involve a certain degree of harmonisation of the laws and regulations of the Member States in 
this respect. Given that such an option is excluded in the field of education and vocational 
training by paragraph 4 of the said Article 165 TFEU, it follows that the petitioner's request 
cannot be treated within the scope of EU law.


