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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1164/2011 by Marco Da Prato (Italian), on a request for legislative 
intervention in favour of the family

1. Summary of petition

The Petitioner requests legislative intervention by the European Union in favour of family 
units. The Petitioner emphasises that despite the fact the Treaty of European Union states in 
its preamble that it is inspired by Europe's cultural, religious and humanistic heritage, which 
envisages the protection of the family, it would seem European legislation, up to now, has not 
shown the due consideration in regards to this social institution.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 22 February 2012. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 30 May 2012

Several international conventions provide for the protection of the social institution of 
"family" on the level of principles without defining it. According to the petitioner, national 
legislations of the EU Member States go in the wrong direction and, instead of promoting the 
concept of family and family life, they give equal rights to men and women and so disregard 
the natural differences between the sexes. The petitioner demands more rights and greater 
authority to married men in a family, when taking decisions, and he thinks that instead of 
mixed classes separate education for boys and girls should be introduced. He claims that 
nominations to high public offices should be granted to married persons only.  

The definition of "family and "family relationship" falls under the competence of the Member 
States. These definitions are dealt with in the substantive family law of the Member States. 
The concept of "family" is used in several instruments adopted in the area of judicial 
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cooperation in civil matters. However, these instruments do not contain any definition of the 
concept of "family". On the other hand, the definition of "family" does not have any impact 
on the application of European law if national law provisions are applied properly. The 
Commission does not intend to propose legislation which would intervene in the substantive 
family law of the Member States. 

Conclusion

In the light of the above, the Commission is of the opinion that the existing EU legal 
framework provides an adequate protection of family and family life and no legislative 
intervention is necessary in this regard. 

Furthermore, according to Article 165 of the Treaty, Member States are responsible for the 
organisation and content of their education systems.


