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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 2009 - 2014

Committee on Petitions

30.5.2012

NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1182/2011 by Rainer Klute (German), on behalf of the Friedrich-
Ebert-Strasse interest group, on a plan to preserve the quality of air in 
Möndchengladbach

1. Summary of petition

Petitioner makes a complaint about the fact that the town of Möndchengladbach still has no 
plan with regard to preserving the quality of air in the town. According to Petitioner, the 
PM10 (particulate matter) and NO2 norms have been exceeded on numerous occasions and 
EU Member States are obliged to draw up such a plan. Petitioner states that a plan should 
have been ready back in October 2011 but that it does not even exist in the draft form. 
Petitioner points out, quoting the results of a research, that in particular particulate matter 
shortens the average life expectancy of German residents by 10 months. He urges the 
European Parliament to instruct the European Commission to demand an air quality plan from 
the town of Möndchengladbach.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 24 February 2012. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 30 May 2012

Directive 2008/50/EC on ambient air quality and cleaner air for Europe1 provides two limit 
values for PM10 and two limit values for NO2 as regards those pollutant concentration levels 
in ambient air. The daily limit value for PM10 is of 50µg/m³, not to be exceeded more than 35 
times a calendar year and the annual limit value is of 40µg/m³. For NO2, an hourly limit value 
of 200µg/m³, not to be exceeded more than 18 times a calendar year and an annual average of 
                                               
1 OJ L 152, 11.6.2008, p.1.
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40µg/m³ apply. 

Since 2005, the PM10 annual value and the NO2 hourly value have never been exceeded in 
Mönchengladbach. The daily PM10 limit value has been exceeded by one day in 2009 whereas 
compliance was reached again in 2010. Preliminary data available through Germany's 
environment agency webpage1 shows that the zone has, however, exceeded the daily PM10
limit value in 2011. 

The NO2 annual limit value has been exceeded since 2006 in Mönchengladbach. Germany 
has, pursuant to Article 22(1) of Directive 2008/50/EC, notified a postponement of the 
deadline to apply the NO2 limit values until 1 January 2015, at the latest, for several areas 
including Mönchengladbach2. The Commission has nine months to assess the notification. 

In the notification, the German authorities indicate that that an air quality plan is currently 
being developed for Mönchengladbach and that a draft should be available by mid 2012.

Conclusion

The Commission will continue to closely monitor pollutant concentration levels and follow up 
on the establishment of an air quality plan for Mönchengladbach as announced by the German 
authorities.

                                               
1 http://www.env-it.de/umweltbundesamt/luftdaten/documents.fwd
2 http://ec.europa.eu/environment/air/quality/legislation/time_extensions.htm


