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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1255/2011, sent by V.S. and Dan Scripcariu (Romanian), regarding 
the registration fee for a car in Greece

1. Summary of petition

The petitioners have been residing legally in Greece for over 10 years. They have bought and 
registered cars in Romania, wanting to drive them in Greece. In Greece they have been 
informed that they could only drive a car for six months, and then they must pay fees of 
around EUR 8000. If they do not pay the tax, the car will be confiscated and the petitioners 
will have to pay a fine of EUR 5 000. Being in a desperate situation, the petitioners request 
help through the European Parliament. 

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 5 March 2012. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 30 May 2012

Vehicle taxation is not harmonised at EU level, therefore Member States remain free to 
impose taxes on a vehicle that has been transferred into its territory for use there. The levying 
of a tax such as the one described by the petitioner is not uncommon among Member States 
where the level of taxation may vary largely depending on policy choices. Normally these 
types of taxes are levied on the registration of a vehicle to be used in the territory of a 
Member State. In addition, given the current state of harmonisation the levying of such taxes 
is legal, although a vehicle might already have borne a similar tax in another Member State. 
This circumstance has been confirmed also by the Court of Justice of the European Union 
which stated that EU law does not guarantee that a change of residence from a Member State 
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to another would entail no tax consequences with respect to the registration of a vehicle1. The 
six month period mentioned by the petitioner derives from the application of Directive 
83/182/EEC2 which obliges Member States to exempt from, among others, consumption taxes 
the importation of a vehicle for a period of six months in any twelve months provided certain 
conditions are met. The purpose of that exemption is to facilitate temporary transfers of 
residence to another Member State by obliging the host State not to levy taxes on the vehicle 
that has been temporarily brought by an individual. After the elapse of the six month period, 
however, the Directive does not prevent a Member State from levying taxes on the 
registration of a vehicle on its territory.

As a consequence the fact as such that Greece levies this type of tax does not run counter to 
EU law or case law. 

Conclusion

The petition does not present a case of the Greek legislation or general practice being in 
breach with EU law. 

                                               
1 Lindfors, C-365/02, para 34, [2004] ECR I-07183.
2 Council Directive 83/182/EEC of 28 March 1983 on tax exemptions within the Community for certain means of transport temporarily 

imported into one Member State from another, OJ L 105 of 23.04.1983, p. 59.


