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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1319/2011, by Peter Haase (German), on behalf of the German 
institute for antibiotics, genetic engineering and non-toxic cancer preventive 
self-care, on preserving a unique collection of fruit trees in Müncheberg 
(Brandenburg, Germany)

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner protests against the proposed destruction of a fruit tree collection established 
since the 1920s in a research station in Müncheberg, Germany. The petitioner states that the 
collection is special because it contains unique varieties and some of its trees are up to 
900 years old. These varieties have been cultivated to withstand specific climatic conditions 
and resist certain diseases. If the research station is closed, an extremely valuable genetic 
potential will be lost. According to the petitioner, the plan of the Federal State of Brandenburg 
runs counter to the agreements made within the framework of the UN Earth Summit. 

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 21 March 2012. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 30 May 2012

The petitioner protests against the closure of a fruit tree collection in Müncheberg, Germany. 
The petitioner states that the collection is unique, as the trees have been cultivated under 
specific climatic conditions and are resistant to diseases. According to the petitioner, the plan 
of the Federal State of Brandenburg to cut staff at the Institute and, consequently, to threaten 
the further existence of the fruit collection, will result in a loss of diversity and runs counter to 
several environmental agreements.
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To assure conservation of fruit genetic resources and their availability for research, breeding 
and production, the German Genebank for Fruit Crops (DGO) 1 was established as a national 
network of Federal and Länder institutions and non-governmental organisations. The 
Department of Breeding Research in Horticultural and Fruit Crops in Dresden-Pillnitz of the 
Julius-Kühn Institute (JKI) is responsible for the coordination of the network. 

Since 2005, the EU and the large majority of Member States are parties to the International 
Treaty for Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture (PGRFA). The Treaty requests 
each Party, subject to national legislation, to promote an integrated approach to the 
conservation and sustainable use of PGRFA, including through inventory, taking into account 
the degree of variation in existing populations and the status of threat. 

Under the EU legislation on the marketing of seed and plant propagating material, Directives 
93/79/EEC and 93/48/EEC support the identification of conservation varieties of fruit plants 
and authorise their marketing. In addition, Regulation (EC) No870/2004 set in place a 
program on the conservation, collection and utilisation of genetic resources in agriculture. 
Finally, Regulation (EC) No1698/2005 on support for rural development by the European 
Agricultural Fund for Rural Development indicates that Member States are responsible for the
implementation at the appropriate territorial level, according to their institutional 
arrangements, and that they shall include measures for genetic resources conservation.

The recommendation of the Commission is that the petitioner should contact the DGO in 
order to discuss and solve the issue of the collection of fruit trees in Müncheberg.

                                               
1 http://www.genres.de/en/cultivated-and-wild-plants/conservation/german-genebank-for-fruit-crops/


