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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1375/2011 by Jaroslaw Gryko  (Polish), on behalf of the civic
association ‘Nasze Drogi - Wpsólna Sprawa’ and 8 signatories, on the Polish 
Government’s decision to suspend a road-building project and the related 
breach of Directive 2008/96/EC of the European Parliament and of the 
Council on road infrastructure safety management

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner protests against the Polish Government’s decision to suspend the project to 
extend the S6 and S19 motorways in the department of Podlaskie in north-eastern Poland. The 
petitioner points out that the area, which is a nodal point for traffic between Poland, Belarus, 
Russia and the Baltic States, urgently needs a better road and rail transport infrastructure. The 
petitioner mentions that the existing roads are called ‘the roads of death’ and emphasises that, 
as the motorways in question are part of the trans-European transport network, the 
Government’s decision is a infringement of the principles set out in Directive 2008/96/EC of 
the European Parliament and of the Council on road infrastructure safety management. He 
therefore asks the European Parliament to intervene.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 20 April 2012. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 30 May 2012

Poland is the largest beneficiary of cohesion policy in the programming period 2007-2013 
with nearly € 68 bn from the Structural and Cohesion Funds. In particular, the region of 
Podlaskie receives 672m € under its regional operational programme, and enjoys additional 
support from the operational programme "Development of Eastern Poland" and other national 
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EU-funded programs. The Commission and the Polish authorities agreed in 2007 a plan of 
transport investments requiring high administrative capacities to manage these investments. 
Although the overall progress achieved is satisfactory, delivery was not exactly as planned in 
all sectors: this resulted in fragmented implementation of road investments, and a number of 
investments were postponed to the future period 2014-2020. 

However, significant sections of S8 Warsaw-Bialystok have been supported by the Cohesion 
Fund, including the section Warsaw-Wyszkow and the ringroad of Zambrow as well as the 
section Białystok - Jeżewo. For S19 preparation works are being supported by the JASPERS 
initiative which is a joint venture of the Commission, the European Investment Bank and 
other partners. 

In October 2011 the European Commission presented a new proposal for the TEN-T network1

including S8 and S19. The road connection between Warsaw and Lithuania follows S8 and 
S61 to comply with EU environmental legislation. Additionally, the S8 section to Białystok
and S19 - including the Białystok bypass - is now included. Thus it will be eligible for 
Cohesion and TEN-T funding also after 2014. 

The Commission has also published a draft legislative package on future cohesion policy 
2014-2020, where transport investment will continue to play an important role supported both 
from the Cohesion Fund and the European Regional Development Fund, but also within the 
Connecting Europe Facility, where 10 bn € of the Cohesion Fund will be transferred. This will 
be an opportunity to complete the currently missing sections of the transport network. 

Conclusion

The Commission attaches high importance to the improvement of transport in the mentioned 
region. The Commission regrets the delays in implementation, however the specific decisions 
on projects to be advanced are taken at national level. 

The Commission prepared the ground for the improvements of road safety in Poland and will 
undertake close cooperation with the Polish authorities to arrive at clearly defined transport 
investments for 2014-2020. The Commission will also encourage better planning and 
execution of transport investments in all 16 regions of Poland, including Podlaskie. 

                                               
1  Proposal for a REGULATION OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE COUNCIL on Union guidelines for 
the development of the trans-European transport network


