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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0898/2011 by A. T. (Greek), on a lack of internet freedo m in Greece

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner refers to the plans by the Greek Minister of Justice to appoint a special 
committee responsible for identifying blog providers and internet users and for the expansion 
of the list of unlawful actions in connection with which the release of confidential information 
is permitted for the purposes of investigation and clarification. The petitioner believes that 
this measure is in breach of the provisions of the European Convention on Human Rights 
concerning freedom of expression and the right to a fair trial, and he asks the European 
Parliament to examine the extent to which the case concerned (in which the internet is a form 
of electronic media) constitutes an infringement

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 5 December 2011. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 30 May 2012

The Commission supports freedom of expression and media pluralism as pillars of a 
democratic society within the remit of its competences. Those fundamental values are 
enshrined in Article 11 of the Charter of Fundamental Rights. The Charter of Fundamental 
Rights recognizes as well the right to fair trial in Article 47. However, under the Treaty on 
European Union and the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union the European 
Commission has no general power to intervene in the area of fundamental rights. In 
accordance with Article 51 of the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the EU, the Charter is 
applicable to the Member States only when they are implementing the EU law. 

There is no EU legislation on the freedom of expression for internet communications as such. 
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However, any processing of personal data must comply with the national provisions 
transposing Directive 95/46/EC, except where the processing falls within one of the 
exemptions referred to in Article 3 (2) of the Directive. In line with Article 9 of the Data 
Protection Directive 95/46/EC, which applies to all processing of personal data wholly or 
partly by automatic means, and to the processing otherwise than by automatic means of 
personal data which form part of a filing system or are intended to form part of a filing 
system, it is up to the Member States to ensure that the fundamental right to privacy is 
reconciled with the freedom of expression.

The Commission is not competent to examine the alleged violations of the European 
Convention on Human Rights (ECHR). The institution empowered to do this is the European 
Court of Human Rights, where anyone who considers that any of her or his fundamental 
rights have been violated may lodge complaint.

Conclusion

The Commission notes that the Charter does not extend the field of application of Union law 
beyond the powers of the Union. With regarded the alleged breaches of the ECHR, the 
Commission would like to point the petitioner to the option of relevant national legal 
processes. 


