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Subject: Petition 0112/2011 by Luis Diaz Villaverde (Spanish), on behalf of the
Professional Association of Forest Rangers of the region of Castile-La 
Mancha, on the capture of wolves for scientific purposes using special traps

1. Summary of petition

The Regional Government of the Autonomous Community of Castile-La Mancha in Spain 
authorised, on 20 September 2010, the capture of wolves for scientific purposes using special 
traps called ‘EZ Grip Trap No 7’.

The petitioner asks whether this method of capture complies with the EU legislation on 
animal welfare. 

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 10 May 2011. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 18 July 2011

Council Regulation (EEC) No 3254/911 of 4 November 1991 prohibits the use of 
leghold traps in the Community and the introduction into the Community of pelts and 
manufactured goods of certain wild animal species originating in countries that catch 
them by means of leghold traps or trapping methods that do not meet international 
humane trapping standards. 

The Commission would like to recall that the use of leghold traps in the EU has been 
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prohibited for all animals and purposes since 1 January 1995 under this regulation.

The competent authorities in the Member States have the responsibility to enforce this
prohibition including the assessment of a trap. A leghold trap (padded or not) is defined 
in article 1 of the above regulation as a device designed to restrain or capture an animal 
by means of jaws which close tightly upon one or more of the animal's limbs, thereby 
preventing withdrawal of the limb or limbs from the trap. This seems to be the case with 
the trap in question.

On 18 November 2010, the Commission sent a request for clarification about these 
traps to the competent authority in Spain ("Ministerio de Medio Ambiente, y Medio 
Rural y Marino").  The Commission did not receive a reply from the Spanish authorities 
and the matter will now be dealt with through the EU Pilot system in order to allow an 
assessment of their compliance with the above regulation.

4. Commission reply, received on 17 February 2012 (REV)

The Spanish authorities responded to the Commission's request on 16 January 2012, admitting 
the use in Spain of the so-called ‘EZ Grip Trap No 7’ for the capture of wolves. The authorities 
further claimed that, following the reception of the Commission's letter of 18 November 2010, 
the use of this trap was stopped. The Commission services are currently assessing in detail the 
information received from Spain.

5. Further Commission reply, received on 27 June 2012 (REV II) 

Following the Commission's enquiry, the Spanish authorities provided information stating that 
the use of the EZ Grip Trap no 7 has stopped.  The authorities are now fully aware that leghold 
traps are not allowed for any trapping in the EU and that there are no derogations to this rule 
even for scientific research purposes.

The Spanish authorities also provided information about the situation of the wolf population and 
of the regional authorities' reports concerning derogations under Article 16 of the Habitats 
Directive for 2010 and 2011.

On the basis of the Spanish authorities' response, the case has now been closed.


