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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject : Petition 0324/2011 by Gwenael Le Gras (French), on behalf of the ‘Collectif 
contre l'immersion des boues de dragage’, seeking to protect the Ile de Groix 
(Pen-Men), a ‘Natura 2000’ site in Brittany, France

1. Summary of petition

The petition calls for a halt to dredging and the disposal of dredged sediments in the water 
around the Ile de Groix in Brittany. It points out that in recent years over a million cubic 
metres of dredged sediment from the port of Lorient have already been disposed of near this 
‘Natura 2000’ site, with serious effects on the environmental balance. 

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 17 June 2011. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 26 October 2011.

The petitioner condemns this new project involving the discharge (immersion at sea) of dredged 
sediment in a Natura 2000 site, for which the impact on the marine environment has not been 
adequately assessed. He calls into question the results of the sediment analysis. 

The Commission’s observations

Sediment has already been discharged at this Natura 2000 site, designated under Directive 
92/43/EEC1 (Habitats Directive), on several occasions since 1997. The petition relates to a 
                                               
1 Council Directive 92/43/EEC of 21 May 1992 on the conservation of natural habitats and of 
wild fauna and flora (OJ L 206, 22.7.1992, p. 7).
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new project for discharge at the same site linked to the projects aimed at improving the port of 
Lorient to enable it to accommodate large race boats.  

According to Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive, any plan or project likely to have a 
significant effect on a Natura 2000 site must be subject to appropriate assessment of its 
implications. If the assessment is negative, the project cannot be authorised. If, in spite of a 
negative assessment and in the absence of alternative solutions, a project must nevertheless be 
carried out for reasons of overriding public interest, the Member State must take 
compensatory measures necessary to ensure that the coherence of the Natura 2000 network is 
protected.

Conclusion

The Commission has asked the French authorities for further information to ensure that 
Community legislation is being respected. 

4. Commission reply, received on 27.06.2012 (REV)

The French authorities have kept the Commission informed of developments in this case. A 
‘Natura 2000’ impact assessment was carried out but there were a number of problems with it. 
First, the recommendations set out in the dredging reference model produced by the Morbihan 
authorities had not been incorporated into the project.  Second, the chemical analysis of the 
dredged sediment to be discharged off the Ile de Groix at the FR5300031 Natura 2000 site (‘Ile 
de Groix’ Site of Community Importance) was inadequate. 

In the light of the above, the investigating officer, having conducted a public consultation 
exercise, issued an unfavourable opinion and the contracting authority withdrew its permit 
application. Accordingly, no permit has been issued and no infringement of Community law has 
been identified.


