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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject : Petition 0759/2011 by Elise Michaud (French), bearing 2 signatures, on a 
protest against a CO2 storage site at Jurançon (Pyrénées Atlantique), 
allegedly in breach of Directive 2009/31/EC on the geological storage of 
carbon dioxide

1. Summary of petition

In May 2009 the oil company TOTAL obtained a permit for the storage of 120 000 tonnes of 
CO2 in Jurançon (Pyrénées Atlantique). According to the petitioners, the site is situated in a 
seismic area, in the heart of a wine-growing area. Three similar projects in the United States, 
in the Netherlands and in Germany have all been halted on account of the risks and public 
protests. The permit obtained by TOTAL does not engage their responsibility for possible 
long-term effects, as required by Directive 2009/31/EC on the geological storage of carbon 
dioxide. Furthermore, the petition alleges that the public consultation procedures were not 
transparent or in conformity with the parameters laid down in the legislation. It goes as far as 
alleging influence peddling.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 15 November 2011. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 27 June 2012

The petition

The petitioner claims that the carbon capture and storage project undertaken by TEPF France 
in the Jurançon does not respect the provisions of Directive 2009/31/EC on the geological 
storage of carbon dioxide. 
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The petitioner maintains in particular that:
- reports have shown that the project entails a number of risks for the environment, including 
flooding risks;
- responsibility for the project in the medium and long term is not regulated anywhere;
- the procedures for public participation were non-transparent and inadequate.

Commission comments 

After examining the French Republic's responses to its questions, the Commission notes that 
the site in question, operated by TEPF France, is not a storage site but a site where injections 
into a depleted gas field are tested under a concession to mine gaseous hydrocarbons and that 
this site is operated on the basis of an exploration permit. In fact, the prefectural order 
No 09/IC/122 and the amending order No 2609-11-63 authorise TEPF France to conduct 
injection trials of up to 90 000 tonnes until July 2013.

Thus, the Commission considers that the project covered by this petition is outside the scope 
of Directive 2009/31/EC on the geological storage of carbon dioxide (Article 2(2) of the 
Directive) and the questions concerning the project's compliance with the provisions of that 
Directive are therefore irrelevant.

With regard to the issues of risks to the environment, the Commission emphasises that the 
reports mentioned by the petitioner are reports of a general nature on carbon storage 
technology and not specific reports on the project in question.

With regard to the procedures for public participation, the Commission notes that a public 
consultation was organised from 21 July to 22 September 2008 and that a local information 
and monitoring committee was set up to monitor the project, such that the public was 
consulted in accordance with the provisions of Council Directive 85/337/EEC of 
27 June 1985 on the assessment of the effects of certain public and private projects on the 
environment.

Conclusion

On the basis of the information currently available, the Commission considers that the 
provisions of Directive 2009/31/EC on the geological storage of carbon dioxide are not 
applicable and that the provisions of Council Directive 85/337/EEC of 27 June 1985 on the 
assessment of the effects of certain public and private projects on the environment have been 
respected.


