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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0889/2011, submitted by Stefania Giro (Italian), on the construction 
of a marina in Rovigo (Italy) and European funding

1. Summary of the petition

The petitioner complains of misuse of possible European funding in the context of the 
construction of a marina in the town of Rovigo. The marina is apparently now partly 
abandoned.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 5 December 2011. The Commission was asked to provide information
(Rule 202(6) of the Rules of Procedure).

3. Response of the Commission, received on 27 June 2012

The Commission's observations

The Commission's services asked the managing authority of the Veneto Region programme 
for the 2000-2006 period to check the real status of the project concerned and its compliance 
with applicable Community rules.

The managing authority confirmed that the project had been properly carried out in
accordance with the definitive plan, which was checked by the responsible departments and 
on that basis certified in the Veneto region's programme for the 2000-2006 period.

On 30 June 2009, the technical office (Ufficio Tecnico del Comune) of the municipality of 
Rovigo certified all the work carried out as usable: in particular, the technical office certified 
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that the piers, the "clubhouse" and the boathouse for sheltering the vessels had been properly 
made in accordance with the approved final project.

It must be specified that:

- the boat ramps were not produced, because to construct them would have been incompatible 
with the slope of the location, a factor which could not be predicted at the design stage. This 
change was approved along with a modification of the project involving the use of a crane to 
replace the slipways. Buying the crane had not been part of the project because the cost was 
not admissible in terms of the DOCUP Veneto 2000-2006 framework. The municipality of 
Rovigo told the managing authority that the crane was bought directly by the site manager. 

- the boathouse: during the drafting of the project (preliminary and final stages) there was 
indeed provision for a large covered area, but this part of the plan was dropped when the 
executive draft was approved, due to budget restrictions. 

- the number of landing stages produced was in line with the project. In fact, a change to the 
project modified the means of access to the quays, using just one rather than the three 
previously planned.

- No public lighting was included in the project.

- Regarding the entrance gate: it was not installed following an official request from the 
municipality, in view of the intention of the company Interporto di Rovigo to set up a car park 
near the entrance area.

Finally, as regards the management of the marina, the municipality of Rovigo published a call 
for tenders on 6 July 2009 for the management licence. There being no tenders, the
municipality awarded the management of the premises to a non-profit association of 
canoeists. At the end of 2011, the municipality also decided to set up the "Circolo Nautico 
Porta Mare" to increase the capacity of the completed project to welcome visitors and tourists.

Conclusion

In the light of the above information, the Commission cannot act on the petitioner's request.


