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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1240/2011 by Johann Slezak (German), on behalf of the ‘Sudeten 
German Association’ (Sudetendeutsche Landsmannschaft), on the exemption 
of the Czech Republic from the EU’s Charter of Fundamental Rights and the 
related alleged discrimination against Sudenten Germans

1. Summary of petition

Having regard to the vote on the accession of Croatia to the EU and the related question on 
the Czech Republic’s continued exemption from the EU’s Charter of Fundamental Rights, the 
petitioner claims that this circumstance constitutes a perpetuation of the serious discrimination 
the Sudenten Germans have been subjected to by the Czech Republic after the second world 
war. The petitioner points out that the EU supports numerous measures aimed at cultural and 
architectural reconstruction in Eastern Europe, but that these measures disregard Sudeten 
German cultural and historical heritage.   The petitioner therefore invites the European 
Parliament to undertake the necessary measures to protect Sudeten German cultural identity, 
ensure peaceful coexistence and resolve the problem of displacement.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 2 March 2012. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 27 June 2012

Under the Treaty on the European Union and the Treaty on the Functioning of the European 
Union, the European Commission has no general powers to intervene. It can do so only if an 
issue of European Union law is involved.
As regards the so-called "Benes decrees", these decrees are historical acts, undertaken by the 
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authorities of the former Czechoslovakia prior to accession and without continuing legal 
effects which would be contrary to Union law.

As regards possible application of the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union, 
according to its Article 51 paragraph 1, the provisions of the Charter are addressed to the 
Member States only when they are implementing Union law. On the basis of the information 
provided, it does not appear that the matter referred to is related to the implementation of 
EC law. In that matter it is thus for Member States alone to ensure that their obligations 
regarding fundamental rights - as resulting from international agreements and from their 
internal legislation - are respected.
As regards the specific complaints concerning support to Eastern European heritage sites, the 
"Current Europe for Citizens programme (2007-2013) through its Action "Active European 
Remembrance" supports projects which reflect on the origins and consequences of Nazism 
and Stalinism. In this context the programme encourages debates which go beyond national 
narratives and which employ the angle of multiple perspectives. The future programme (2014-
2020) will broaden the focus to the "defining moments of modern European history" thus 
allowing for further dialogue on historical issues of significance to the Europeans and for 
creation of European memory based on founding values of the European Union". Funding to 
the projects is allocated on the basis of call for proposals. Further details on "Active European 
Remembrance" Action are available on:
http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/citizenship/programme/action4_en.php

Conclusion

Based on the elements provided in the petition, there is no scope for the Commission to 
intervene.

The Petitioner can bring its case to the national authorities, including the judiciary, and if the 
organisation considers that any of its fundamental rights have been violated, it may lodge a 
complaint with the Council of Europe's European Court of Human Rights.


