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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1249/2011 by Mustafa Kidibaev (Kyrghz), on the alleged reduction 
in the funds from the European Union for the scientists of the Kyrgyz 
Republic

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner, apart from being a university professor, is also a member of the National 
Science Academy of the Kyrgyz Republic and wants to know the reason why the European 
Union has stopped providing economic assistance to the scientists of this country.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 2 March 2012. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 27 June 2012

The Commission notes that the authors of this submission, admitted as a petition, are 
apparently neither residents nor citizens of any EU member state as required by art 227 
TFEU.

Since 1994, the EU has funded, together with various countries (USA, Canada, Japan), 
through International Multilateral Agreements, the International Science and Technology 
Centre in Moscow (ISTC) and the Science and Technology Centre in Ukraine (STCU), for the 
purpose of non-proliferation of scientific and technical expertise related to Weapons of Mass 
Destruction (WMD).  The original main objective of the Centers is to give former weapons 
scientists of the former Soviet Union, opportunities to redirect their talents towards civilian 
and peaceful activities. The Centers aim at preventing the proliferation of WMD expertise, 
through scientific and technical cooperation.
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The TACIS programme in the 90s and the Instrument for Stability (IfS) from 2007, have 
promoted civilian research activities as an alternative to defence-related research. Through 
ISTC and STCU, the EU has supported the retraining and alternative employment of scientists 
and engineers formerly employed in weapons-related areas. Thousands of former weapons 
scientists in the CIS countries have benefitted from this programme.

Due to the "withdrawal scenario" initiated by the Russian presidential order of 11 August 
2010, the decision to cease funding any ISTC regular projects has been taken during the 52nd

ISTC Governing Board Meeting on 9 December, 2010. It has been re-iterated by a note from 
the EU Governing Board representative to the ISTC Secretariat, copied to the ISTC 
Governing Board Members, on  March 25th  2011.  

The main reason for the EU decision is that the statute and legal framework of the ISTC were 
based on the realities of the early 90s, i.e., the collapse of former Soviet Union. Nowadays the 
perceived risks linked to former weapons scientists in research institutes have decreased. A 
more efficient approach to secure this rather controversial knowledge would be to support the 
whole scientific community, not only former weapons scientists. Therefore the EU 
reconsidered its strategy, shifting from assistance to cooperation and from redirection to 
engagement. The role and the funding of the ISTC have been reconsidered together with all 
the ISTC Parties.

However, the EU continued to provide financial support to the ISTC's functions and 
constitutive bodies such as the Scientific Advisory Committee, thereby facilitating the other 
Donors to continue their funding of regular projects. In addition, since the decision to stop 
funding the regular projects was taken, the EU has pledged €598 232 to support the 
supplemental ISTC activities and programs as the ones mentioned in the fifth paragraph of Mr 
Kidibaev's letter/petition.

The European Commission acknowledges the scientific achievements resulting from the ISTC 
project funding mechanism. However the legal basis for funding of these projects under the 
IfS remains the redirection of the expertise of former weapons' scientists. 
The EU's scientific cooperation is supported through different instruments, i.e the Kyrgyz 
Republic is one of the International Cooperation Partners countries of the 7th Framework 
Programme (FP7).

The 7th Framework Programme (FP7) is accessible for the participation of research 
organisations and researchers from all countries of the world. Funding is offered to 
participating organisations from the EU Member States, other European countries which are 
associated to the FP7 and also to all participating organisations from low and middle income 
countries, including Kyrgizstan and the four other Central Asian countries, to facilitate their 
cooperation with EU researchers.

In addition, cooperation in the Chemical, Biological Radiological and Nuclear (CBRN) risk 
mitigation area, including knowledge security remain a priority for the EU. The European 
Commission has created a platform for cooperation entitled EU CBRN Centres of Excellence, 
funded by the Instrument for Stability, which covers all CBRN safety and security risks and 
also includes support to scientists. This platform is designed to facilitate the cooperation of all 
the actors from the covered regions and with EU entities, leading to an integrated CBRN 
policy at regional level instead of separate isolated research projects as supported by ISTC so 
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far.  The Kyrgyz Republic is part of this initiative, which is expected to become operational 
this year (Regional Secretariat to be established in Tashkent). 

Conclusion
Given the fact that there are no new arguments to reconsider the decision to stop funding, and 
considering as well the creation of alternative cooperation mechanisms that allow the 
engagement of the scientific community both on pure scientific or CBRN related activities, 
the European Commission will not continue funding ISTC regular projects1 in any of the 
ISTC participant countries.  On the other hand, the support for ISTC operations will be 
maintained, along with a limited number of supplemental programs.

                                               
1  "Regular Projects" are research projects that are funded in order to redirect former weapons' scientists towards 
peaceful activities. Each year EC along with the other Donors – Canada, Japan, US pledged a certain amount, 
initially from TACIS and later from the Instrument for Stability, and the best projects proposed were selected for 
funding. In addition to the "Regular projects" the ISTC also carried out "Partner Projects" that did not necessarily 
aim towards redirection of scientists but also had additional requirements, and did not came from the regular 
pledges that the Parties made available each year. 
- The supplemental programs cover additional activities that are not projects, such as conferences, trainings, etc., 
also with a clear purpose to support the scientists to engage in civilian activities.


