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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0487/2011 by Konstantinos Aivaliotis (Greek), on the lack 
of recognition of his foreign teaching qualifications in Greece

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner obtained his teaching qualifications in the United Kingdom, where he is 
registered and has pursued his profession since 2004. The petitioner teaches general history 
and classical literature to pupils with special educational needs (SEN). The petitioner now 
wishes to return to Greece and work as a secondary school teacher, but his application to be 
recognised as a teacher has been rejected by the Greek authorities on the grounds that there 
are no corresponding subjects in the Greek secondary school curriculum. The petitioner has 
therefore been offered a 400-hour course to supplement his British qualifications with those 
required to work with SEN pupils in the Greek education sector. The petitioner is now asking 
whether the requirements of the Greek education authorities are consistent with EU provisions 
concerning the recognition of professional qualifications.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 12 September 2011. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 30 August 2012

On 9 September 2011 the Commission received a complaint from the petitioner. The 
Commission responded to him on 11 October and subsequently closed the case on 20 
December 2011.

The petitioner obtained his qualifications as a teacher in the UK and would like to work in 
Greece. The Commission informed the petitioner that the legal instrument governing the 
recognition of professional qualifications is Directive 2005/36/EC.  
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The petitioner applied for recognition as a secondary school teacher for History and Classics. 
However, these subjects are only part of a more general profession in Greece. A host Member 
State must allow the EU citizen to exercise a profession in its territory provided that he or she 
holds the diploma required in another Member State for the taking up or pursuit of the same 
profession. In this case, apparently, there is a difference in activities between the profession in 
the UK and in Greece.

The Commission informed the petitioner about the possibility to apply for partial access to the 
profession in Greece. The petitioner was also informed about SOLVIT in case he should 
experience any problems with the application for partial access. 

The petitioner also applied for recognition as a teacher in secondary school concerning 
Special Education Needs. From a letter from the Greek authorities that the petitioner enclosed 
it appeared that this profession does not exist in Greece at secondary school level, only at 
primary school level. It also appeared that he in fact is qualified only for the secondary level. 
The Commission recommended to the petitioner to submit his query to the contact point for 
the recognition of professional qualifications in Greece.

Conclusion

Following a complaint the petitioner sent to the Commission, the Commission informed him 
about his rights based on the Professional Qualifications Directive. There is a difference in 
activities between the profession for which the petitioner is qualified in the UK and the 
profession he would like to practice in Greece. The other profession he would like to practice 
does not exist in Greece, according to the information the Commission received. The 
Commission has not received any reaction from the petitioner to its reply nor to the complaint 
closure letter. 


