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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0801/2011 by Vladimirs Strazdins (Latvian), on behalf of Austrumu 
Medicina Co Ltd, on the application by Directive 2006/112/EC on the 
common system of value added tax by Latvia

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner seeks clarification on the interpretation of the annex which lists i.a. medical 
equipment, etc as being subject to reduced VAT. He is particularly interested to know 
whether pregnancy tests may benefit from the reduced VAT rate.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 18 November 2011. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 30 August 2012

The petitioner is a professional in the medical sector seeking clarification on whether 
pregnancy tests might benefit from the reduced rate of VAT applicable to the "medical 
equipment, aids and other appliances" intended to alleviate disability, "for the exclusive use of 
the disabled".

VAT as a general consumption tax should in principle be levied on all taxable supplies of 
goods and services. As for the rates, Member States are obliged to apply a standard rate of a 
minimum of 15% and may apply either one or two reduced rates which may not be less than 5 
%. The reduced rates may apply only to certain supplies amongst the "medical equipment, 
aids and other appliances" intended to alleviate disability, "for the exclusive use of the 
disabled". As the reduced rates derogate from the general rule (i.e. VAT standard rate), the 
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supplies to which they apply must be interpreted strictly.
In the Commission's view, pregnancy tests, which by their nature are obviously not destined 
for the exclusive use of the disabled, do not qualify for reduced rates pursuant to Article 98 of 
Directive 2006/112/EC.

This petition is in the nature of a general inquiry which could have been redirected. The 
answer to the petitioner's question is that pregnancy tests do not qualify for the reduced VAT 
rates that are applicable for devices intended exclusively for the disabled.


