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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 2009 - 2014

Committee on Petitions

30.8.2012

NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1275/2011 by Stefan Stefanides (Slovak), on alleged violation of the 
fundamental rights of an EU citizen by the Slovak state

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner believes that the Slovak Republic contravenes the Treaty and the Charter of 
Fundamental Rights of the European Union. When a Slovak court comes to the same 
conclusion in an appeal case as a lower court, the Slovak Constitutional [Court] declares an 
appeal against this decision as unfounded. The petitioner believes that this contradicts his 
rights as an EU citizen.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 5 March 2012. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 30 August 2012

Under the Treaty on European Union and the Treaty on the Functioning of the European 
Union, the European Commission has no general powers to intervene. It can do so only if an 
issue of European Union law is involved.
According to its Article 51, paragraph 1, the provisions of the Charter of Fundamental Rights 
of the European Union are addressed to the Member States only when they are implementing 
Union law. 

On the basis of the information provided, it does not appear that the matter referred to is 
related to the implementation of Union law. In the description of the circumstances of his 
case, the petitioner fails to show a link between his personal situation and Union law.
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Based on the elements provided in the complaint, and in the absence of EU competence in the 
matter, the Commission is not in a position to pursue this case any further.

In the present case, it is for the Member State concerned to ensure that its 
obligations regarding fundamental rights - as resulting from international agreements and 
from their internal legislation - are respected.


