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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0015/2012 by G.A. (Italian), on dual-rate electricity tariffs in Italy

1. Summary of petition

Following a suggestion made by the European Commission, Italy has recently introduced 
dual-rate tariffs for electricity.

The petitioner declares that the difference between day and night tariffs is only EUR 0.015 
and this invalidates the tariff differentiation for the various times of day

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 25 April 2012. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 30 August 2012

The petitioner refers to dual-rate tariffs for electricity introduced by the Italian NRA under 
'sistema di maggior tutela'. The introduction of dual-rate tariffs 'sistema di maggior tutela'
aims to better reflect the difference in supply and demand during daytime and night hours and 
to incentivise consumers to adjust their consumption patterns by shifting part of their 
consumption to hours with lower demand. 

The Commission would agree that a price differential of EUR 0.015 is too small to have the 
desired effect on consumers' habits. It is comparatively less significant than differentials 
observed in energy systems with established dual-rate tariffs. At the same time, the 
Commission notes that the introduction of the dual-rate tariff system in the Italian 'sistema di 
maggior tutela' has only just started and has been planned to be gradual: 10% until the end of 
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2011 with further increases after 1 January 2012. For the period April – June 2012 the 
differential is set at EUR 0.01676.

The Commission wishes to point out that the above, admittedly small differentials, concern 
only the regulated tariffs in the "sistema di maggior tutela". Consumers who opt for contracts 
under the liberalized market in Italy can enjoy significantly higher differentials. For example, 
the liberalized offer from one of the important suppliers in the Italian market currently (June 
2012) features a differential of EUR 0.076, with the (higher) day rate being practically the 
same as the regulated day rate. 

It should be also kept in mind that existing EU legislation relevant to this issue (Electricity 
Directive 2009/72, Energy End-use Efficiency and Energy Services Directive 2006/32/EC) 
does not explicitly establish the obligation to introduce dual-rate tariffs for electricity. 

Conclusion

The Commission notes that according to available information, the small differential between 
the day and night rate in the dual tariff should be temporary and concerns only the regulated 
prices under the "sistema di maggior tutela". The EU legislation does not provide for action 
on this issue at European level. 


