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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0067/2012 by Marc Flammante (French), on alleged discriminatory 
security checks at airports

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner claims to have witnessed discriminatory security checks in airports according 
to the clothes passengers wear, with external signs of belonging to a given religion being 
sufficient for security officials to carry out different, normally less rigorous, checks. The 
petitioner, who does not mention specific locations where this takes place, believes this 
method involves discrimination that is in breach of EU legislation. He demands to know what 
rules are applicable in this regard.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 22 May 2012. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 30 August 2012

The purpose of aviation security controls at airports is to prevent passengers from carrying 
prohibited articles into security restricted areas of the airport and on board an aircraft. 

One of the objectives of Regulation 300//2008 on common rules in the field of civil aviation 
security1 is to set common rules and common basic standards on aviation security. 

Member States may apply more stringent measures than the common basic standards. In 
doing so, they shall act on the basis of a risk assessment and in compliance with Community 
                                               
1 OJ L 97/72, 9.4.2008 
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law. Those measures shall be relevant, objective, non-discriminatory and proportional to the 
risk that is being addressed. In cases related mostly to airports or situations with limited air 
traffic, Member States may adopt alternative security measures that provide an adequate level 
of protection on the basis of a local risk assessment.

None of the applicable aviation security rules allow for systematic differentiation of 
passengers not justified by security considerations.

The Commission wants to bring to the petitioner's attention the fact that currently, in two 
Member States, there are trials1 on-going to test whether, while offering convenience to 
passengers with specific headgear, it is possible to maintain appropriate levels of security. If 
these trials prove successful, new methods will be available for searching headgear that 
cannot be easily removed at security checkpoints.

Conclusion

The Commission invites the petitioner to share concrete examples of discriminatory security 
checks at EU airports with the appropriate authority of Member States responsible for 
monitoring the implementation of the common basic standards on aviation security as well as 
ensuring non discrimination and objectiveness of security processes.

                                               

1 According to Article 12.8 of the Annex of the Commission Regulation (EU) No. 185/2010, a Member State 
may allow a method for screening using new technologies other than those laid down in the Regulation upon 
certain conditions ("trial"). The aim of Annex 12.8 is to allow the possibility of new technologies and processes 
to be trialled with the aim of their incorporation into Union legislation should the trials prove successful. 


