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Subject: Petition 0068/2012 by Laurent Lasselin (French), on the introduction of a 
levy in order to reduce and absorb CO2 emissions

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner makes the case for EU legislation in order to reduce emissions of CO2 and to 
absorb CO2. He proposes the introduction of a supplemental levy on top of VAT in order to 
fund the implementation of measures such as the introduction of a European CO2 agency, 
investments in new technologies and measures to keep production and consumption as close 
to one another as possible.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 22 May 2012. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 30 August 2012

The EU Emissions Trading System (ETS), which currently covers almost 40% of the EU's 
total greenhouse gas emissions, has put a price on carbon and has shown that it is a cost-
effective tool to cut greenhouse gas emissions. The current price signal is however lower than 
expected when the Climate and Energy package was adopted in 2008, largely due to the 
exceptional macro-economic circumstances in recent years. 

Furthermore, it should be noted that the EU ETS Directive requires Member States to use at 
least 50% of the auction revenues for climate related purposes.

In addition, in April 2011 the Commission proposed a revision of the Energy Taxation 
Directive, complementing the EU ETS and introducing a carbon price signal in the rest of the 
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EU economy. The new rules aim to restructure the way energy products are taxed to remove 
current imbalances and take into account both their CO2 emissions and energy content.

So far the Commission has not proposed CO2 consumption tax, due to difficulties related to 
its implementation and measurement, which make it an inefficient instrument. 

Conclusion

Against this background, the Commission considers that currently there is no need for the 
introduction of a supplementary levy on top of VAT in order to fund climate-related action.


