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Subject: Petition 0140/2012 by Peter Marek (German), on fuels free of foodstuffs

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner makes a case for European legislation to abolish the addition of foodstuffs to 
fuels for motor vehicles (bio-ethanol, etc.), or at least to mandate disclosure of the exact 
percentage of vegetable foodstuffs added. Currently, only a disclosure of ‘to a maximum’ is 
used. The petitioner states that the addition of foodstuffs is ecologically, economically and 
ethically irresponsible. He makes a case for at least making available a fuel free of foodstuffs 
to people who do not want to cooperate in the use of foodstuffs for energy. According to him, 
there are better and more efficient methods to make fuels, for example, using solar cells and 
wind energy. In addition, and in connection with increasing food prices and the diminishing 
variety due to changes in the use of agricultural land, the petitioner wonders what the EU 
policy is regarding the fight against famine.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 5 June 2012. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 30 August 2012

The European Parliament and the Council adopted in April 2009 a Directive on the promotion 
of the use of energy from renewable sources ('Renewable Energy Directive') as a part of the 
EU climate and energy package which aims to combat climate change and increase the EU’s 
energy security, to promote technological development and innovation, and to provide 
opportunities for employment and regional development, especially in rural and isolated 
areas. The Directive includes, besides the 20% overall target for the share of renewable 
energy in 2020, a 10% target for each Member State for the share of energy from renewable 
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sources in transport in 2020. 1

The implementation of the Directive including the design of the support schemes promoting 
the development of renewable energy is the responsibility of the Member States. According to 
the National Renewable Energy Action Plans that Member States have submitted under the 
Directive, they intend to use about 8.5% of first generation biofuels, 1% of second generation 
biofuels and 1% of renewable electricity, most of the latter in railways rather than in cars. 

The EU Renewable Energy Directive provides a clear regulatory framework for biofuel 
sustainability to be applied in all EU Member States. Identical provisions are also included in 
the EU Fuel Quality Directive which establishes minimum specifications for fuels for health 
and environmental reasons and sets a target for the reduction of life cycle GHG emissions of 
fuels2.

The EU biofuels sustainability regime is the most comprehensive and advanced system used 
in the world today and equally applies to domestically produced and imported biofuels. The 
EU biofuels sustainability criteria require that the biofuels save a minimum amount of 
greenhouse gas (GHG) compared to fossil fuels. Moreover, restrictions with respect to the 
land used for the cultivation of biofuels apply. These are mainly aimed at the preservation of 
biodiversity and the protection of carbon rich soils. Implementation of these criteria is 
enforced by the Member States where the biofuels are used. A number of environmental and 
social issues related to the production of biofuels, including environment, food security 
aspects and the use of, water, land and soil resources, are additionally addressed through 
voluntary biofuels certification schemes and the monitoring and reporting requirements.

Article 17(7) of the Renewable Energy Directive requires the Commission to report every two 
years to the European Parliament and the Council on the impact of social sustainability in the 
Community and in third countries of increased demand for biofuels, on the impact of 
Community biofuel policy on the availability of foodstuffs at affordable prices and wider 
development issues. The first biennial report of the Commission will be published before the 
end of 2012. The report will be made available on the Commission web site dedicated to 
renewable energy: http://ec.europa.eu/energy/renewables/index_en.htm

At the EU level support is provided by both the legislative and financial incentives for 
facilitation of development and deployment of technologies for large scale production of 
advanced biofuels from non-food-crops as well as for the transport sector technologies using 
other sources of renewable energy (at least partly) such as electric cars and cars using 
hydrogen or biomethane. The Commission expects that the first commercial plants producing 
advanced biofuels from non-food crops will contribute up to 4% of EU transportation energy 
needs by 2020.3  

The Commission takes consumers' concerns about quality and transparency of information on 
transport fuels seriously. The Fuel Quality Directive referred to above requires that Member 
                                               
1 Directive 2009/28/EC
2 Directive 2009/30/EC
3 Communication "Renewable Energy: a major player in the European energy market" 
COM(2012) 271 final
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States ensure the provision of appropriate information to consumers concerning the biofuel 
content of petrol and biodiesel. However, following the principle of subsidiarity, European 
legislation currently does not define in detail how this provision has to be implemented. The 
implementation remains the responsibility of the Member States. In 2012, the Commission has 
developed a dialogue with stakeholders on the on the ways to improve the fuel labelling at the 
pump. 

Conclusion

The Commission believes that biofuels can make a positive contribution toward the EU´s 
climate and energy objectives 2020, if all sustainability issues are properly addressed. Social 
and environmental issues related to biofuels production are addressed in the EU legislation. 
Support for development and deployment of advanced biofuels and alternative transport fuels 
is provided at the EU level. 
The Fuel Quality Directive requires that Member States ensure the provision of appropriate 
information to consumers concerning the biofuel content of petrol and biodiesel. The 
implementation of this provision remains the responsibility of the Member States.
Currently, there are no harmonised standards within the EU for the labelling of road transport 
fuels offered at pumps. In 2012, the Commission has developed a dialogue with stakeholders 
on the ways to improve the fuel labelling at the pump. 

In the light of the above the Commission is of the view that the concerns of the petitioner are 
adequately addressed in EU legislation and policies.


