
CM\914322EN.doc PE496.600v01-00

EN United in diversity EN

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 2009 - 2014

Committee on Petitions

28.9.2012

NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0031/2012 by Alojz Kovacic (Slovenian), on persecution inflicted on 
residents of Štrigova by the Slovenian police in the period 1946-47 and the 
situation of the Slovenian minority in Croatia

1. Summary of petition

The petition focuses on the persecution suffered by the residents of the Štrigova region in the
aftermath of the Second World War. Furthermore, it protests against the discrimination to 
which the Slovenian minority is subjected in the Croatian Republic.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 27 April 2012. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 28 September 2012

Under the Treaty on the European Union and the Treaty on the Functioning of the European 
Union, the European Commission has no general powers to intervene. It can do so only if an 
issue of European Union law is involved. As regards possible application of the Charter of 
Fundamental Rights of the European Union, according to its Article 51 paragraph 1, the 
provisions of the Charter are addressed to the Member States only when they are 
implementing Union law.
On the basis of the information provided, it does not appear that the matter referred to is 
related to the implementation of Union law. The situation described, as regrettable as it may 
be, relates to historical acts, which took place prior to the accession of Slovenia (and Croatia), 
and which cannot be linked with Union law. The allegations concerning continuing breaches 
of rights in Slovenia do not appear substantiated and no link with Union law is shown. In the 
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present case, it is thus for the concerned Member State to ensure that its obligations regarding 
fundamental rights - as resulting from international agreements and from their internal 
legislation - are respected.
As regards the accession of Croatia, it should be noted that respect for and protection of 
minorities is monitored under the political criteria and as part of chapter 23 on Judiciary and 
fundamental rights. The legal framework providing for the general protection of minorities 
and the conditions for its implementation are in place in Croatia. The Croatian government 
has been expressing its commitment to the rights of minorities, reaffirming their place in 
Croatian society. The Croatian Constitution foresees a guaranteed representation of minorities 
in parliament where eight members represent the different minorities (including the 
Slovenian).
It should be pointed out that, as part of the accession negotiations, Croatia has transposed in 
its national law Directive 2000/43/EC which provides for protection against discrimination on 
grounds of race and ethnic origin. Persons who feel that their rights have been violated under 
this directive by Croatian authorities can bring forward their claim under national Croatian 
law before either the competent Courts or the Office of the Ombudsman, which is an 
independent equality body in charge of dealing with matters of discrimination.
Conclusion

Based on the elements provided, the Commission cannot pursue this case any further. The 
Petitioner can bring his case to the national authorities, including the judiciary, and if he 
considers that any of his fundamental rights have been violated, he may lodge a complaint 
with the Council of Europe's European Court of Human Rights.


