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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0089/2012 by Piero Carini (Italian), on a request for EU regulation
that requires clear colour coding on the labels of commercial products

1. Summary of petition

The petition states, in a very succinct manner, the need for European legislation establishing
labels with different colours for different categories of commercial products, not least in order 
to improve waste disposal.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 23 May 2012. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 28 September 2012

It is of high importance to provide consumers with necessary information to enable them to 
make safe, healthy and sustainable choices. The general EU food labelling legislation1

provides for a set of mandatory particulars to be provided on foods. These rules have been 
recently reviewed and considerably improved. The new Regulation (EU) No 1169/2011 on 
the provision of food information to consumers2 takes into account the consumer's 
expectations and needs as expressed during the consultation process preceding the adoption of 
the Regulation. The specific request to establish labels with different categories of 
commercial products in order to reduce food waste was not raised by any of the interested 
parties.

                                               
1 Directive 2000/13/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 20 March 2000 on the approximation 
of the laws of  the Member States relating to the labelling, presentation and advertising of foodstuffs, OJ L 109, 
6.5.2000, p. 29.
2 OJ L 304, 22.11.2011, p. 18.
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Nevertheless, food waste policy is one of the current priorities of the Commission. Different 
initiatives and actions have been launched by the Commission in order to contribute to better 
informing consumers on the issue of food waste, its environmental impacts and how to 
prevent it. (see http://ec.europa.eu/food/food/sustainability/index_en.htm).

The Commission would like to mention, in particular, the following achievements and 
initiatives:

- The Commission guidelines, adopted in 2010, for the implementation of voluntary 
certification schemes (including environmentally related), with the aim of highlighting the 
best practices on how to avoid consumer confusion and increase the transparency and clarity 
of the scheme requirements. 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:52010XC1216(02):en:NOT

- The European Food Sustainable Consumption and Production Round Table is an initiative 
that is co-chaired by the European Commission and food supply chain partners. Its vision is to 
promote a science-based, coherent approach to sustainable consumption and production in the 
food sector across Europe. A key principle is that environmental information communicated 
along the food chain, including to consumers, shall be scientifically reliable and consistent, 
understandable and not misleading, so as to support informed choice.

A Guidance report on "Communicating environmental performance of food and drink 
products" was adopted by the Food Sustainable Consumption and Production Round Table, in
December 2011.
http://www.food-scp.eu/files/ReportEnvComm_8Dec2011.pdf
http://www.food-scp.eu/node/26

- The Commission is working towards the development of a harmonised methodology for the 
calculation of the environmental footprint of products (not only food). In particular, the 
intention is to:

a) establish a common methodological approach to enable Member States and the private 
sector to assess, display and benchmark the environmental performance of products, services 
and companies based on a comprehensive assessment of environmental impacts over the life-
cycle ('environmental footprint') (in 2012); 

b) ensure better understanding of consumer behaviour and provide better information on the 
environmental footprints of products, including preventing the use of misleading claims, and 
refining eco-labelling schemes (in 2012). 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/eussd/product_footprint.htm

At the same time, other studies and initiatives are currently explored and developed by the 
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Commission services. The goal is to improve the consumers' knowledge and understanding 
about the sustainability of products (including food) and to examine the best way how the 
relevant information can be provided to them.

The Commission is not envisaging any EU legislation establishing labels with different 
colours in view to improve the waste disposal. Nevertheless, food waste policy is one of the 
current priorities of the Commission and numerous initiatives are currently ongoing in order 
to address this issue.


