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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0221/2012 by Luta Antoine Mwe-Katone (Congolese), on pollution 
caused by the French oil company Perenco on the Congolese coast

1. Summary of the petition

According to the website of Perenco France, the company started oil and gas exploration in 
Congo in 2000 and has expanded steadily. ‘Perenco is currently the DRC’s sole oil producer 
and is the largest investor and taxpayer in the country.’ The petitioner provides no information 
on his allegations of pollution.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 15 June 2012. Commission asked to provide information (Rule 202(6) 
of the Rules of Procedure).

3. Commission reply, received on 27 November 2012

The Commission is not competent to judge whether the operations of oil companies operating 
in the DRC, and in particular the Perenco company singled out by the petitioner, are in 
compliance with national environmental standards. In general, the relevant stakeholders (oil 
companies and environmentalists and residents’ associations) hold strongly opposing views, 
and elements of the truth can be found on both sides. The following statements are factual and 
merely recount statements or opinions made by stakeholders.  

Complaints against Perenco

Perenco operates a plant at Muanda, 200 km from Matadi. Complaints were filed against the 
company in 2007 and 2010 for pollution. The 2010 complaint concerned allegations of 
dumping toxic waste into the Atlantic Ocean (http://french.news.cn/afrique/2011-
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01/01/c_13672804.htm). A commission of inquiry was opened by the Bas-Congo authorities. 
The EU delegation the DRC met with numerous stakeholders at the time.

Meeting with the Groupe d'Études environnementales du Congo (GEEC, Congo 
environmental think-tank), a public institution attached to the Ministry of Environment

Many oil companies which signed oil extraction agreements prior to 2005 do not meet 
environmental standards on their plants or in the surrounding area.
The practice of flaring (the use of flares to burn off unwanted natural gas emissions in the 
various stages of oil and natural gas extraction) has a doubly negative effect: it is both a waste 
of natural resources and causes emissions of carbon dioxide (CO2), the main greenhouse gas. 
It is no longer practised in many countries but continues to be used in the DRC, and therefore 
at the Muanda plant. Flaring is carried out within a few metres of houses or fields and farms 
belonging of local residents. The companies concerned do not always clean up their sites 
properly, which poses serious problems for the nearby populations. The GEEC sometimes has 
difficulties in accessing sites and conducting its studies. 
Older oil extraction agreements contain loopholes enabling legislation on environmental 
protection measures to be circumvented. The Ministry of the Environment has called for 
amendments to these agreements to be signed. 
The new hydrocarbons legislation obliges oil companies to conduct an environmental impact 
assessment and environmental management plan for their sites. The new legislation also states 
that Ministry of the Environment must also now be involved in the negotiation and signing 
stages of oil extraction contracts. 

Meeting with a representative of the Guinea Current Commission and of the ‘POLMAR’ 
national marine pollution emergency plan 

The representative confirmed the existence of such environmetally damaging practices. 
People often called on the local authorities to intervene, but they had failed to take any action. 
Plants of this type were harmful for the health of the local people, particularly children, and 
affected the economy. The company operating the plant had a ‘Health, Environmental, 
Security and Quality’ department but allocated insufficient resources to protecting and 
cleaning up the environment. 
The Ministry of Environment had taken a hands-on approach and asked people to report 
abuses, but did not have sufficient resources to follow up on the issues raised.
The Ministry wanted to urge oil companies to sign a code of conduct obliging them to help 
implement the national emergency plan and to establish and emergency and solidarity fund. 

Opinion of Perenco

Statement taken from 
http://magazinecam.com/index.php?action=view&id=208&section=26&module=newsmodule
&src=@random4608468086433:
‘The vast majority of oil spills that we know of are linked to ill-intentioned acts of vandalism 
such as sawing into crude oil pipes or damaging oil wells, in addition to the theft or 
destruction of electrical equipment. Regrettably, such acts are rarely punished. In 2007 
Perenco invested heavily in the purchase of equipment to address oil spills and mitigate their 
effects. We are also working hand-in-hand with the local environmental protection 
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authorities’.

At a round-table discussion on corporate social responsibility held in Kinshasa in June 2012, 
PERENCO stated that it had taken the necessary measures, and set aside a budget of 
USD 1 million, to protect the local population and the environment surrounding the plant at 
Muanda.

Recent developments at national level

The Ministry of Environment, Nature Conservation and Tourism has recently taken a number 
of initiatives with a view to improving compliance with legislation and risk management A 
national workshop was held in August 2012 to review sensitivity maps with a view to 
implementing the POLMARC emergency plan. 

A further workshop was held on 2-5 October 2012 to encourage active cooperation in 
implementing the national oil pollution emergency plan between three ministries 
(environment, oil, and transportation), eight oil companies (PERENCO REP, 
SURESTREAM, ENERGULF, SOCO EP DRC, CAPTIKAT & FOXWHELP, SAC OIL, 
SOCIR, SEP CONGO) and four port management companies (CVM (RVM), SCTP 
(ONATRA), SOCOPE, AGENCES MARITIMES).

Conclusions

The EU delegation in the DRC is closely following issues related to the environment and the 
extraction of natural resources. It has entered into a proactive dialogue with the new
government that was formed in May 2012, with a view to convincing the DRC both to honour 
its international commitments and to better implement its national laws. The delegation 
closely followed events in the oil industry in 2010-2011 following the complaints against 
Perenco, and it is now focusing on the issue of exploration and extraction rights in the 
Virunga mountains. 

The imminent signing of a memorandum of understanding on the collective implementation 
of the national oil pollution emergency plan can be seen as a something of a step forward. The 
implementation of the emergency plan does not, however, guarantee compliance with 
operating standards.


