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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0439/2012 by Andrea Rutigliano (Italian), on the Republic of
Cyprus’ failure to apply Directive 2009/147/EC regarding the protection of 
wild birds

1. Summary of petition

The Petitioner reports the Republic of Cyprus’ failure to apply Directive 2009/147/EC on the 
conservation of wild birds and the lack of commitment on the part of local authorities against 
poaching, in particular in the south-east of the island.
This situation was also observed by volunteers from an anti-poaching organisation 
(Committee Against Bird Slaughter).

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 19 July 2012. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 27 November 2012

The practice of trapping of birds by means of lime sticks and mist nets is prohibited by 
Directive 2009/147/EC (the Birds Directive)1 as well as by the relevant Cypriot legislation. 
Considering the extent of the problem of illegal trapping and killing of birds in Cyprus, the 
Commission has repeatedly stressed to the Cypriot authorities the need for effective 
enforcement of those provisions. Despite the progress achieved, the Commission remains 
concerned that large-scale trapping still persists and has recently further raised the need for 
concrete measures to curb the problem. The Cypriot authorities recognise the extent of the 
problem and have communicated the steps taken to combat this illegal practice (e.g. better 
coordination of enforcement bodies, strengthened cooperation with stakeholders and the 
British Sovereign Base Area, new legislation allowing for fines of up to 17.000 euros and 
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three years' imprisonment, awareness-raising, increased controls at restaurants serving 
illegally caught birds). Monitoring data from spring 2012 indicates that positive results are 
being achieved in terms of decreasing trapping levels. However, the Commission remains 
vigilant with regard to the continuation of efforts deployed on the ground in order to curb the 
problem substantially, especially in view of trapping activities in autumn 2012. 

Furthermore, acknowledging that illegal practices affecting bird populations occur in several 
countries in Europe, the Commission is developing, in consultation with Member States and 
stakeholders, a list of specific actions to address the problems, covering areas such as 
monitoring of illegal activities, information exchange and awareness-raising, prevention and 
enforcement improvements.

Conclusion

The Commission will continue to monitor closely the illegal trapping and killing practices in 
Cyprus, with a view to ensuring compliance with the applicable EU legislation on the 
protection of wild birds. 

                                               
1 OJ L20, 26.1/2010.


