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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0499/2012 by Aleksandr Minin (Lithuanian), on Lithuanian human 
rights activist Ales Byalyatski and on his previous Petition from 2005

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner calls the European Parliament’s attention to the fate of Ales Byalyatski, head of 
the Vyasna human rights organisation, sentenced by a Belarusian court, in what the petitioner 
believes to be a politically motivated case, to four and a half years of imprisonment on a 
charge of tax evasion. According to the petitioner, Byalyatski is the victim of a conspiracy 
between the Belarusian authorities and a Lithuanian company. The petitioner also refers to his 
Petition 0760/2005, declared inadmissible because its subject-matter did not come within the 
European Union’s fields of activity, as it concerned a court case in Lithuania.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 10 September 2012. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 27 November 2012

The case of Ales Bialitski mentioned by the petitioner, and that of all other political prisoners 
in Belarus is very well known to the EU institutions. The High Representative  for the Union 
for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, Catherine Ashton, and Commissioner for 
Enlargement and the Neighbourhood Policy, Štefan Füle, have repeatedly called on the 
Belarus authorities to release all political prisoners and to fully rehabilitate them. The EU 
Delegation and Member States' embassies have monitored trials against political prisoners in 
Belarus and have been in regular contact with their families and lawyers.
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The latest conclusions of the Foreign Affairs Council (15 October 2012) reiterated the call for 
the immediate release and rehabilitation of all remaining political prisoners. 

Ales Bialiatski was shortlisted as one of the runner ups for the European Parliament's 2012 
Sakharov prize for Freedom of Thought. 

Ales Bialiatski, President of the human rights organisation 'Viasna' and Vice-President of the 
International Federation for Human Rights (FIDH) was arrested on August 4, 2011 on charges 
of tax evasion under the Criminal Code of the Republic of Belarus (“concealment of profits 
on an especially large scale”). During his trial, Mr. Bialiatski insisted that the money 
transferred by various foundations to his bank accounts abroad had been intended to finance 
Vyasna's activities and therefore could not be viewed as his income subject to taxation. On 
November 24, 2011, the Court of Minsk sentenced Ales Bialiatski to four and a half years of 
imprisonment, the confiscation of property, including the premises used for Viasna's offices 
and a fine. In January 2012, the entire amount of the fine was transferred to the court's bank 
account. On January 24, 2012, the Minsk City Court confirmed the sentence. 

Different reports indicate that Ales Bialiatski's health status is worrying and that the prison 
administration is putting pressure on him to sign a presidential pardon in order to be released 
from prison. 

The Commission understands that the Petitioner's complaint regarding his court case in 
Lithuania is being decided at present by the European Court of Human Rights in Strasbourg. 
The Commission has no competence on the matter. 

Conclusion

The Commission will continue to dedicate its full attention to the situation of all political 
prisoners in Belarus, including Ales Bialiatski, and to reiterate its call to the Belarusian 
authorities for their immediate release and rehabilitation. 


