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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0715/2012 by Lázló Göbölös (Hungarian), on the inclusion of the 
specialisation of cardiac surgery in Annex 5.1.2 of Directive 2005/36/EC on 
the recognition of professional qualifications

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner exposes his problems regarding the recognition in the UK of his medical 
qualifications as a cardiac surgeon. There seems to be a discrepancy in the nomenclature, 
which could have been clarified by including the specialisation in the annex of the directive. 
He asks the Parliament to intervene to bring about a change.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 2 October 2012. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 27 November 2012

The petitioner is of the opinion that Annex V, point 5.1.3. of Directive 2005/36/EC on the 
recognition of professional qualifications1 should also cover medical specialisations in 
"cardiac surgery". The petitioner points out that cardiac surgery currently is not listed in 
Annex V of the Directive as a separate category of medical specialisations. Some Member 
States have notified their cardiac surgery qualifications under the category of "thoracic 
surgery". In the petitioner's case it is not helpful, as he found difficulties during the 
recognition of the specialisation in another Member State.

Under the system on mutual recognition of professional qualifications established by 

                                               
1 Directive 2005/36/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council on the recognition of professional 
qualifications, Official Journal L255 of 30 September 2005 - page 22.
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Directive 2005/36/EC, medical specialisations have a special regime, which gives that there is 
a significant difference regarding the number of regulated medical specialisations amongst the 
Member States. This Directive accordingly covers the harmonisation of the minimum training 
requirements of currently 54 medical specialisations. However, cardiac surgery is not amongst 
these medical specialisations.

Under Article 26 of Directive 2005/36/EC the Commission may include in Annex V, point 
5.1.3. of the Directive new medical specialities common to at least two-fifths of the Member 
States. The Commission has to follow the comitology procedure referred to in Article 58 (3) 
of the Directive to adopt such measure.

In October 2012 Hungary has raised the question of inclusion of cardiac surgery as a new 
category into Annex V, point 5.1.3. of Directive 2005/36/EC. The Commission is currently 
examining this request, but a decision cannot be expected before the second half of 2013 at 
the earliest.

The Commission presented its proposal on the modernisation of Directive 2005/36/EC last 
December. The proposal is currently being debated in the European Council and in the 
European Parliament.

The proposed modification would simplify the procedure for inclusion of new medical 
specialisations into Annex V of the Directive by lowering the threshold of the required 
Member States to one-third. However, the proposal and such change have not been agreed 
yet.

In the meantime, the holders of cardiac surgery specialisations can already benefit from the 
recognition of their qualifications under the so-called general system (Chapter I of Directive 
2005/36/EC).

Conclusions

Annex V, 5.1.3 of Directive 2005/36/EC is not incorrect as regards the different titles of 
medical specialist training. In case at least two-fifth of the Member States report to the 
Commission that they regulate cardiac surgery as a genuine specialisation, the Commission 
will start the procedure to include this title into Annex V, point 5.1.3. of Directive 
2005/36/EC. In the meantime holders of such specialisation can benefit from the recognition 
of such qualifications under the so-called general system.


