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Subject: Petition 0793/2012 by Egon Schmidt (Austrian), on behalf of New Thayatal 
Railway Association, on the restoration of the Thayatal rail link between 
Austria and the Czech Republic

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner is calling for the re-entry into operation of the now disused cross-border 
Thayatal rail link between Austria and the Czech Republic, indicating that many political 
concessions have been made in both countries to this end, investments have been made in 
plans and preparations and EU funding has been approved. In 2011 however, the authorities 
of the Austrian Bundesland Niederösterreich (Lower Austria) made changes to the plans, 
effectively thwarting the project. The petitioner calls for action to be taken against the 
authorities of Lower Austria and is seeking support for the rail link restoration project, which 
would, in his view, re-stimulate the economy. 

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 15 October 2012. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 27 November 2012

The petition was submitted on behalf of the "New Thayatal Railway Association", an 
association which lobbies in favour of reactivating a railway line between Waidhofen an der 
Thaya (AT) and Slavonice (CZ). The Thayatal Railway Line was opened in 1891, the cross-
border service suspended in 1945. The revitalization of the railway line was a regional priority 
until the transfer into regional property - Land Lower Austria - was implemented by 
01.01.2011. On the Austrian side the passenger service was abandoned by December 2010 
and replaced by bus service. Some sections of the old alignment are planned to be 
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transformed by Land Lower Austria to become a bicycle route. 

The petitioner requested several times information on TEN-T and the inclusion of the project 
into TEN-T guidelines since 2010. During the revision of the TEN-T guidelines in 2010 and 
20111 Austria did not take this railway line on board.  Therefore the European Commission 
did not includ it in its proposal.

By the Commission's letters of 8 February 2010, 31 March 2010, 25 October 2010, and 12 
October 2011 the petitioner or representatives of the "New Thayatal Railway Association" 
were informed that the “Thayatalbahn” was not part of the TEN-T network and no TEN-T 
funding was paid. The railway line is now regional property.

There was no INTERREG co-financing of the railway infrastructure mentioned in the 
Operational Programme Austria-Czech Republic in the period 2000-06 and there is no project 
ongoing related to the renovation of the cross-border railway "Thayatalbahn" for the period 
2007-13. However, the Monitoring Committee of the ETC programme Austria-Czech 
Republic approved a project which aims to build a cycle path along the former rail tracks 
between Dobersberg (AT) and Slavonice (CZ). The project started on 01/01/2012 and shall be 
finalised on 31/12/2013. The ERDF involvement adds up to 826.109 EUR.

The Managing Authority of the Operational Programme Austria-Czech Republic pointed out 
that the investment for the restoration of the "Thayatalbahn" would add up to approximately 
30M EUR and would be too big for an Operational Programme of which the total budget adds 
up to 107M EUR. Furthermore, the investment is estimated to be loss-making considering the 
very small passenger traffic on the route in question. The Managing Authority stated that 
there is an existing bus service which replaces the "Thayatalbahn".

Conclusion

The railway line is not part of TEN-T and there was no request from Austria to include it. 

At this moment there is no funding foreseen within the Cross-Border Cooperation for the 
restoration of the "Thayatalbahn". The Austrian side appears to have found an economically 
sufficient solution to maintain the public transport by installing a bus service on the route 
Waidhofen an der Thaya-Slavonice mentioned by the petitioner.

                                               
1 Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on Union 
guidelines for the development of the trans-european transport network, COM/2011/0650.


