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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1278/2011 by A.C.E. (Spanish), on forced expropriation for the 
purpose of setting up transmission towers and a wind farm in Villayón 
(Asturias)

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner denounces the permit awarded by the central government to energy company 
E.ON. The permit reportedly allows the company to forcibly expropriate for the purpose of 
setting up high-voltage transmission towers and, subsequently, a wind farm in the villages of 
El Sellón and Masenga (municipality of Villayón). The petitioner notes that the area's natural 
landscapes are beautiful and home to a distinct cultural and ethnic group known as Vaqueiros 
de Alzada, whose members would be forcibly expropriated. The Vaqueiros are farmers who 
have opposed the expropriation, as it would entirely erode their livelihoods and the 
environmental value of the area. In addition, the petitioner states that wind energy is not 
sustainable, and accuses companies of seeking projects only because they receive state 
subsidies for doing so.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 8 March 2012. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 18 December 2012

The petitioner points to the particularities and highly traditional lifestyle of an isolated 
community of livestock farmers in Asturias. He regards the plan to put up a new electricity 
line close to their homestead as being quite incompatible with the lifestyle of these people.

The Commission notes that it is not evident, from the information provided, that the petitioner 
is directly affected by the plan of which he complains, as required by article 227 TFEU on the 
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right of petition to the European Parliament.  Neither is it alleged that European legislation is 
being misapplied; the petitioner is simply campaigning against a new electric power line.

There have been very substantial new investments in electricity generation in Northern Spain 
in recent years. It should be pointed out that under the Renewable Energy Directive 
(2009/28/EC)1 Member States are obliged both to increase the share of renewable energy in 
their gross final energy consumption and, more particularly, to develop their electricity 
networks in a way that enables the uptake of an increasing share of electricity of renewable 
origin. Where the associated transmission and distribution projects meet with resistance, as is 
the case here, the European legislation most likely to be relevant is Directive 2011/92/UE2

(known as the Environmental Impact Assessment or EIA Directive), shortly due for a review. 
This was the case for instance in the matters raised in written question 7023/2012, about 
another electricity line in Northern Spain.

The petitioner does not indicate what would be the distance covered or power rating of the 
planned line, which could have an impact on which of the annexes of the directive would 
apply; in fact he does not actually allege that it is misapplied, and the fact that rather precise 
details of the route are known would seem to suggest that public information, the main 
procedural requirements under the directive, is being satisfied.

The core of the petition is that the petitioner sees a mismatch between such an emblematic 
modern development on the one hand, and the deeply traditional character of the local 
community on the other.  However, the character of the local community is not a factor which 
must be taken into account, under the terms of the directive, if there are no links with 
significant and identifiable environmental impacts (e.g. impact on the population's health or 
on the landscape).

Conclusions
In the absence of any firm indication of a misapplication of EU law, the Commission does not 
see a justification for pursuing this matter further.

                                               
1 Directive 2009/28/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 April 2009 on the promotion of the 
use of energy from renewable sources and amending and subsequently repealing Directives 2001/77/EC and 
2003/30/EC, OJ 2009 L 140.
2 Directive 2011/92/UE (OJ L 26, 28.01.2012), codified version of Directive 85/337/EEC on the assessment of 
the effects of certain public and private projects on the environment, as amended.


